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INTRODUCTION. 



In presenting thia humUe and unobtnuiye Yolnme 
to the inspection of an enlightened and generoiui 
Public, the Author cannot refrain from expressing his 
grateful acknowledgments to his friends, for the Idnd 
reception which his Works, heretofore presented, have 
met with at their hands ; and he cherishes the hope, 
that this Volume, with all its imperfections, will be 
received with the same spirit of Charity and Benevo- 
lence hitherto manifested towards him and the pro- 
ducts of his humble Pen. He trusts the Critic will 
not dissect the work too harshly, but rather reserve 
his strength for some object more worthy of his crit- 
icisms. We have written, kind Beader, for your 
amusement and improvement, and we cherish the 
hope, that you will find something at least in the 
following pages, that may interest your attention ; 
and if we may contribute, in one instance, to the pleas- 
ure of our friends, we shall feel that our labor has 
not been spent in vain. 
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CHAPTER L 

'^ Tkere is a tide of feeling eivea 
To all on earth, its fountain Heaven ; 
Beginning with the dewy flower. 
Just ope'd in Flora's vernal bower — 
Rising creation's orders through, 
With -loader mormar, brighter hne ; 
'Tis STHPA.THT ! its ebb and flow 
Give life its hues, its joy and woe. 
Music, the spirit that can move 
Its waves to war, or lull to love — 
Can cheer the sailor mid the wave, 
And bid him on, nor fear the grave -— 
Inspire the pilgrim on his road. 
And elevate his soul to God." — Butleb. 

8YKFATHY. 

As agents of our works so free,* 
The sweetest, far, is Sympathy. 

If there is any one attribute in tte vir- 
tuous Female character, worthy of preemi- 
nence above all others, it is ^fmpathy. If 
there is any " excellent Star " in the Intel- 
lectual Heavens, whose peculiar radiance 
1 
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sheds a bright, rich, and lasting beauty over 
all others, and is particularljr loved, it is 
this. And jet we see it not, except bj its 
peculiar influence upon other intellectual 
beauties; but when its presence is discov- 
ered, even in this way, we are led to ad- 
mire, and thank kind Heaven for the ines- 
timable gift to Earth. But what is Sympa" 
thy f We can heiter feel its influence than 
define its hallowed character. Could we 
accurately paint the sunbeams, or give, with 
a magic touch, all the changing hues of the 
Oriental Iris, or the dying Dolphin, we 
should fail, even in that exalted sublimity, 
to describe, in any adequate delineations, 
this bright, though oflen obscure, gem of the 
Intellectual Grown. Sympathy is that foun- 
tain oi feeUng in the soul, — that deep and 
unfathomable principle of universal Love, - 
that is hailed by mankind in its operations 
as a welcome harbinger of good, as ever 
salutary in its developement, — that is felt 
upon the wounded heart-strings of Human- 
ity, though unseen, like Ih^ irrigation of 
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the subterraneous stream upon the parched 

earth in a torrid clime, or as oil upon the 

troubled waters of the Ocean, ader a storm. 

It is not the evanescent light of the meteor, 

fading in nihility in a moment, — nor the 

alluring flight of the ignis fatutts that leads 

bj deception the benighted and weary trav-> 

eller into the dismal swamp, or dark and 

remote forest ; — neither is it a flame like 

the forked lightning in its appearance, whose 

rapidity can be traced only by the velocity 

of thought ; — but it is the continued infiu- 

ence of a sacred principle, for our good^ 

whose power is as strong now as when it 

was first created in Paradise. It is a tru$ 

gemy which, notwithstanding the many base 

counterfeits to which it is subjected in this 

cold-hearted world, is, in itself, still unde* 

filed and unsusceptible of contamination. 

We ever love it for its inherent beauties 

and its innate benign and attractive quali- 

ti^. It shines, not like the Moon, by bor« 

rowed light, but like the ^S^ at noonday in 

all its meridian sjdendor, independent of 
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rays from lesser orbs, and, like that lumi* 
nary, dispensing its light to illuminate a 
host of satellites — of other stars in the 
mental horizon. It can live in its purity 
under every vicissitude of Humanity, and 
even shines the brightest when all is dark 
and dreary in the wide wilderness of human 
fortune, and the darkness of night, even the 
night of the most deadly adversity, rests 
upon the soul, to fill with horrors unspeak- 
able every avenue to the Temple of Hope I 
When ihe future appears clothed in the veil 
of despair, almost, to the sinking soul, and 
life, usually so sweet to mankind, has be- 
come almost a curse to the possessor, — 
then SympoAhy steps in and gives relief 
Its career is marked by the most beautiful, 
lovely, and sublime accomplishments which 
the mind can claim, or which humanity 
could wish; and in its train it bears all 
those charms and graces so much loved and 
reverenced by every truly virtuous heart : 
— those elements of true beauty and love- 
liness, without which the world would be- 
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come a barren waate, as it were, and bm- 
man existence would be scarelj wortb pre- 
serving. No berald sounds tbe alarm at 
tbe approaeb of thi^ Heaven-bom guest — 
no clarion proclaims her appearance ; but, 
unobtrusive and unpretending, she bears to 
the hearts of all her rich blessings and be- 
nign influences, and, without a wish for 
fame or praise from the recipients of her 
free bounty, on leaving she kisses the cheek 
of sorrow and the burning brow of painy 
and takes her departure to cany the heal- 
ing balm throughout the Universe. She 
visits every sphere and every clime where 
sufiEering and heart-pierced humanity is 
found, and unsolicited and freely ministers 
to their relief. She performs her work of 
love in tenderness, and, on leaving the 
hearts of the children of sorrow, carries the 
outpourings of the soul to the portals of 
Heaven, and the prayers and thanks of the 
afflicted to her birthplace on high, as a 
sweet incense to the Divine and munificent 
Author of ^^ every good and perfect gift.'' 
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She yaunts not herself, but, meekly and un- 
seen, on an errand of lave and eompoMian 
to earth, she leaves only blessings, and ev- 
er bestows alike upon the poor, the sieh, 
the widow, the orphan, and the fatherless, 
and all who appreciate her worth, never 
asking reward, but finding the richest re- 
turn by far in the consciousness of doing 
good, under the influence of a Heaven-bom 
mission, approved by the Creator. But 
how does Sympathy develope itself in the 
world, so that its presence may be known 
to those who would experience its benign 
influence, and taste the joys which it pre- 
sents to the great Brotherhood of Man- 
kind ? We answer, first, by looks, second, 
by words, and third, by actions. By each 
of these exhibitions, Sympathy may be re- 
cognized by those who need its influence to 
cheer the heart, — to take away the pang 
of sorrow from the wounded breast, and 
teach humanity that there is yet, as ever, a 
halm in Gilead for the healing of the Na- 
tions. First, then, by looks. Every in- 
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dividual who is at all acquainted with Au- 
man nature cannot fail, when the soul is in 
despondencj, — when adversity broods over 
their pathway, and storms are gathering on 
life's dark waters,— when Hope for future 
good seems but a dim beacon, and sorrow 
lights her dim taper in the mists of mourn- 
ing, and bums in bitter tears, — when life 
seems a dark and dreary road, and pain 
causes us to sob in misery, — when the 
feverish pulse beats with rapid strides^ and 
the flickering lamp of life seems, to have 
lost the oil of its secret vitality; — I say, 
at that time, no one who has a human bosom 
can fail to appreciate even a kifid and tender 
look from a friend, — from one in whom he 
can trust and place implicit confidence ; — 
or even from a stranger. When in a land 
of strangers, especially when we are in dif- 
ficulty, in sickness or want, or enduring the' 
torments of sufierings of any kind afar from 
Home, how dear to our hearts eoer is that 
look of Sympathy from iSiose around that 
speaks the presence of kindred souls, -^ 
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those who can feel for the woes of others, 
and taste, in their own hearts, the bitter- 
ness of the tears of suffering Humamty! 
We cannot mistake the emblem, — the pre- 
cursor of this bright Jewd of Heaven ; for 
it is ever marked and accompanied bj char- 
acteristics too legible and too important to 
humanity, in every circumstance, to be de- 
tieptivel At itjuih an appearance of the 
ever welcome gem of Sympathy^ the heart 
is elevated above its sorrows, — then the 
soul caa soar beyond its transient difficul- 
ties, when a kind spirit speaks from the 
countenances of those around, and pro- 
claims a fellow feeling in their hearts, to 
cheer, to comfort, to counsel, and assist, and 
to give relief in time of need ! Such is 
the language of the courUenancCy that those 
who have studied the human character can 
tell very accurately what are the feelings of 
the heart of the looker-on : — whether of 
$ympathy^ or its antt^nists, envy and disin- 
terestedness in our behalf. We can ever 
determine very nearly what are the feelings 
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of tho9e around in relation to us, when we 
are in difficultj in any way, even among 
strangers ; for indeed the countenance is a 
very accurate index to the mind. We of- 
ten value a kind look, ti hen we are among 
strangers, far more than all the pretended 
sympathy in words that can he uttered ; for 
there we read the feelings of the soul. 
There we can almost always determine the 
character and feelings of <tur pretended 
friends^ and if we fail to recognize Sywpor 
thy, even in relation to others, in its tirue 
beauty, in their minds, we wish no longer 
to pretend to cultivate the agreeable favor 
of an esteemed acquaintance ; for one who 
is not possessed of a good share of true 
sympathy will prove, in the end, a disagree- 
able and unprofitable friend. Give us the 
open countenance of sympcUhy and true 
sincerity, and we will ask for no better 
specimen of Friendship ; but where these 
are not found, we can never consent to 
place our unlimited confidence, or unre- 
served esteem. Secondly, Sympathy de« 
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velopes itself in wokds. How often, in- 
deed, does a kind word, let fall perhaps bj 
a stranger, cheer the heart and renew the 
sinking courage of mankind in the hour of 
adversity ! How often do we experience, 
while writhing under the bitter pangs of 
Disease, the sweet word of kindness firom 
the overflowing fountain of Sympathy, that 
operates like oil upon the wounded breast, 
and calms the raging torrents of feverish 
heat as by a magic charm. O ! if there is 
any beauty of the female character more 
attractive than all others, it is true Sympa- 
thy at the bedside of Disease ! There wo- 
man seems like an Angel of Mercy sent to 
ward off the shafts of pain and sorrow, 
and, by her words of kindness so soothing, 
to raise the beacon of Hope, apparently 
sunk in oblivion, to a bright pinnacle of ex- 
cellence in merit. There Sympathy is in- 
deed a gem of light, — a fountain of true 
Beauty ! How often, too, when seemingly 
the Lamp of Life scarcely burned in its 
clayey socket, has Sympathy aroused its 
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latent energies into a bright flame, or at 
least caused it to bum brighter ! And, in 
the hour of final dissolution, how often has 
the word of Hope been given hj Sympathy, 
to cheer the soul in its final struggle with 
the " grim monster," from the lips of Wo- 
man 1 Truly the word of true Sympathy 
can elevate the soul in its darkest hour, and 
cause it to bless the Giver of so rich a boon 
to Humanity^ Third. But the most valu- 
able blessings of Sympathy are derived 
from ACTIONS. Though looks and words 
may indeed be pleasant when expressive of 
kindness, yet actions alone can prove the 
sincerity of the heart. Actions, from this 
source, produce real and permanent benefit 
to the suffering, and give relief to the pangs 
of want and adversity. We may rest as- 
sured that when Sympathy developes itself 
in works of love and benevolence, the 
shrine from whence it emanates is pure; 
for a corrupt fountain cannot send forth 
pore streams. The operations of this be- 
nign agent are often like the spring of a 
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watch, unseen, though powerful in produc- 
ing the desired effect : the influence is ft% 
though from a source coniparatiyely ob- 
scure. True Sympathy makes no boast of 
her operations ; no previous alarm is given, 
that the world may look on with admiration 
and laud, the agent; but she ever admires 
the unobtrusive movement, and loves the 
silent hour, when alone, to plan and execute 
her mission. She ever delights to appear 
in the comely and beautiful garb of Humil- 
ity. True Sympathy is no respecter of 
persons: she extends alike her bounties 
and her blessings to all belonging to the 
common Family of Mankind. Wherever 
fortune frowns, with the dark visage of ad- 
versity upon her brow, there the magic 
wand of Sympathy is present, to dispel the 
cloud and illuminate the heart with smiles 
of consolation and hope. She works un- 
asked and uninvited, and her labors are 
never in vain. Such, dear reader, are the 
methods by which the presence of this heav- 
enly guest may be detected and her salu- 
tary influence felt by the world. 
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What ake the Wokks op Sympa- 
thy ? We have more than hinted, in the 
foregoing pages, at many of the most im- 
portant operations of this Beauty of the 
Mind, and we will, in a short recapitula- 
tion, notice a few of the greatest value to 
the world, though no characteristic of so 
rich and excellent an attribute can be con- 
sidered as truly unimportant, for all its op- 
erations are conducive to happiness. 

1. SympaUiy visits the subjects of DiS" 
ecLse, It not only cheers them in their 
misery, but ministers to their necessities 
and gratifies their wants. Who that has 
been placed on the bed of sickness, even 
for a short time, racked by pain, and sub* 
jected to the torments of agony almost in- 
cessantly, has not often felt the cheering in- 
fluence of this healing Balm to the soul in 
its darkest day ? And irom whose heart, 
under such circumstances, has not a richer, 
purer flow of gratitude arisen, than was 
wont to be called into exercise ? Tell me, 
ye who know, what power could have caused 
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you to feel so sensibly and trulj that man- 
kind have some redeeming qualities, as the 
salutary and important operations of this 
super-excellent Agent ? 

2. JR visits the ahodes of the PoWy and 
gives relief. Poverty has ever a frown up- 
on her brow, and the children of want are 
truly entitled to the operations of true Sym- 
pathy, as well as her twin sister, Benevo- 
lence, (of which we design to speak,) which 
gems in the Crown of Mental Excellence 
are often blended in a brilliant halo. We 
can bear the most bitter destitution far 
better, if we can be assured that we have 
the sympathy of friends ; and even though 
a cold-hearted world looks upon our misery 
with a frowning, frigid indifference, yet, if 
the tear, and kind word, and action of this 
celestial comforter attests to us a humane 
heart, we can feel that we are indeed not 
alone or uncared for, even though we are 
compelled to endure the most bitter pangs 
of adversity. 

3. Sympathy visits the Hmse of Mourn- 
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ing» ~ If there is any time in the course of 
our life that the soul needs consolation, in 
its most tender and efficient form, it is when 
the dear ties of life have been broken by 
the ruthless hand of the common Destroyer, 
and we are called to part with, and bid a 
last adieu to, near and much-loved friends, 
— those who were connected to us by all 
the ties of love and consanguinity. At 
such a season, if ever, do we duly appre- 
ciate the power and excellence of Sympa^ 
thy; and who, indeed, has not, in the course 
of time, found occasion to stand in need of 
such a bahn of consolation ? When the 
fountains of grief were overflowing with 
bitterness, who has not wanted the influence 
of a soothing principle, at least to sweeten 
the waters of a wounded soul ? Then does 
true Sympathy act in an efficient manner 
upon the mind of the Mourner ; and, though 
it cannot restore the lost Loved One, yet it 
points the afflicted to Heaven, its birthplace? 
and, in the Hope of the Gospel, presents a 
heavenly balm and a heavenly consolation. 
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G 1 then can we test the worth of Sympa- 
thy and own its beauty ! 

Thus, dear reader, have we, at some 
length, noticed one of the most truly bril- 
liant and excellent accomplishments of the 
virtuous mind. And especially in the Fe- 
male character does it appear as a gem of 
transcendent value. There it shines with 
an unrivalled lustre, and, above all the 
graces and accomplishments that ever adorn 
the mental beauties of woman, this sheds a 
bright and lasting halo of true excellence. 
Though intimately blended with many oth- 
er splendid features of real value and ex- 
quisite loveliness, yet over all it spreads its 
effulgence, to beautify and adorn. Cherish, 
then, kind reader, this gift of Heaven, — 
this Sun in the Mental Horizon, — with a 
woman's constancy ; for no attribute of the 
mind is more lovely or more to be admired. 
Let this precious gem be kept bright on the 
most holy shrine of your heart, and the ra- 
diance of its unrivalled lustre over all your 
actions will be felt and acknowledged by 
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all the favorites of Virtue with whom you 
shall chance to associate. Keep the power 
of Sympathy in active exerdse, arid it will 
grow brighter and brighter from day to ^j^ 
and cause an admiring world to acknowl- 
edge the power and value of the influence 
of WOMAN upon the destiny and happiness 
of Humanity. So shall you seeure toyoHr* 
self, however humble your capacity and 
sphere of usefulness ia fife, the blessings of 
an unsullied and approving oonscienee, and 
find, in the sweet peace whidb: Sympathy in 
its operations conveys to the heart, a seda- 
tive richer tlian can be found in the pursuit 
of miscaUed pleasure ; and in the active 
exercise of this noble and benign principle 
you will secure a rich, a lasting reward. 



Within the human heart enshrined. 
How blest indeed, perchance to find 
A gem, so bright, so pure, so free 
From base alloy, as Sympathy I 
2 
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Who has not tested this bright gexn^ 
Kaown as possessing virtue's name ? 
Who has not felt its magic power, 
To cheer them in their darkest hour ? 

What « Lion Heart," or « Eagle Eye,** 
Touched by the wand of sympathy, 
Has not acknowledged it, as dear, — 
The one, by sighs, the other, tears ? 

What frozen sonl can bear the glance 
Of sympathy's resplendent lance, 
Without a fracture, — none can heal, — 
Far deeper than a wound from steel ? 

Who, in the hour of deep distress, 
When all around is wretchedness, 
Has e'er refused the balm, so dear, 
To heal the soul, — to dry the tear ? 

And who, when in a foreign land. 
Touched by affliction's icy hand. 
Like Parky or Ledyardy has not felt 
The power that e'en the heart can melt ? 

Who, when by mourning billows toss'd, 
Lam«nting for the ^ loved and lost," 
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Has not experienced the charm, 
That can the power of fate disarm ? 

How sweet, indeed, a faithful breast, 
In sympathy's bright garments dress'd, 
Upon whose counsel to rely 
In Death, that points us to the sky ! 

Fair virtue smiles, the gem to own, 
And makes its real value known. 
'T is free to all, who love the part, 
That twines in beauty round the heart 

Fair woman, on* thy heart's best shrine 
Let Sympathy her tendrils twine ; 
And let her influence e'er be shed, 
In a bright halo round thy head ! 

So shalt thou, in thy mission, prove 
Well worthy of our highest love ; 
So shall thy life, not spent in vain. 
Acquit thy soul, without a stain. 

True happiness, on other ground 
Than virtue loves, is never found; 
And of her rich rewards, so free, 
None sweeter brings, than Sympathy. 



CHAPTER XL 



EIIIBKES8. 

Be kind, — a word forgot by thee, 
May live in grateful memory. 

So nearly allied to Sffmpathy^ is this gem 
of the heart, perhaps we should speak of 
it merely as an auxiliary ; but so numerous 
are its varieties, under different dreum- 
stances, that we cannot refrain from noticing 
it in a separate chapter. Kindness, truly, is 
one of the greatest beautifiers of character^ 
in any condition, and more especially in 
the Female mind, does it present an unsul- 
lied, and salutary influence. It is, indeed, 
one of the most renowned characteristics 
in that sex ;^-one the most admired,-H)ne 
the most loved by all. We may experience 
the result of this principle, it is true, from 
those of the ^^Zdon Hearty — but never 
does it come with as good a grace : — ^never 
does it appear so beautiftQ, as when woman 
touches the finest chords of the heart to vi- 
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bration, bj the free-will offering of kindness. 
She alone knows, by a perfect senstfoilitj, 
how the soul may be elevated, consoled, 
encouraged, and strengthened, by a kind 
look even, — i^e alone can &thom the intri- 
'cate labyrinths of the human heart, and 
detect, with accuracy, an opportunity to suit 
the remedy to the disease, in everif case. 
Though kindness ever comes with a good 
grace, and a hearty welcome, and bears an 
acceptable smile, from ant/ source, yet it is, 
indeed, a peculiar, and beautiful character- 
istic of the Female mind; — a gift, as it 
were, particularly acceptable, through their 
Cheney, to produce its legitimate and de- 
sired effects. From such a source, it is 
felt in its operations, far more than when 
received from the harsher tongue of the 
(^her seXf however genuine may be its 
character, irom that source. TheUy the 
voice seems to come from the Jieart, it is 
true, but the natural tendency of the mind, 
is, to value a ble-ssing, according to the 
nature of the source from which it is received. 
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When fvaman opens the portals of the sonl, 
by kindness, we cannot fail to recognize in 
her tenderness, an offering founded in sin-^ 
cerity, however strong may'be our prejudices 
in relation to the unfeeling, cold, and de-* 
ceptive spirit of the world. "We are com- 
pelled, by the tone of circumstances, to 
acknowledge the power of such an agent, 
for our good, and we dare not refuse when 
encircled by the dim mantle of despondency 
to give credence to any offering, yielded by 
such a support. Kindness can open the 
fountains of the soul, when rightly applied, 
and cause us to bless the Tiame of Htm, who 
who has imparted so noble a gift to the 
common Brotherhood ! — To Hxm, who has 
implanted in the soul the attributes of His 
own creation, to bless suffering humanity ! 
Kindness is a rare gem indeed, on earth, 
when the interests of the throng, for their 
own good, prompt it ! We ever love the 
meek, and unobtrusive appearance of this 
sacred agent, — for, from its works, spring 
the rich, and benign blessings of true oonfi« 
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dence! Kindness is ever valued, as one 
of the true beauties of the heart of woman. 
When actuated by this spirit, how often has 
she enabled the fountains of the soul to be 
opened, and caused the prayer of true peni- 
tence to ascend to our Divine Master. Thus, 
how oft^n has she seen'the answer of peace 
descend upon the truly penitent, and the 
soul rejoice in Hope ! O ! we ever love 
the mission of Kindness, for it not only 
alleviates suffering, but it elevates the heart, 
and causes the soul to rejoice in life, and 
enjoy the riches of free grace, in the merits 
of our Saviour ! How often indeed has kind- 
ness been the agent in dispelling the cloud 
of sorrow, and re-instating the forlorn, in 
the path of virtue and happiness! How 
often indeed has this blessed agent, wiped 
the briny tear from the eye of the suffering, 
and caused the wounded heart to find a 
^ balm in Gilead," and thus to rejoice in 
peace — that foretaste to fruition, that extends 
beyond the confines of Time, and envelopes 
itself in Heaven ! Eternity smiles on the 



^hoioe^ and in the nature of Divine appoint* 
pent, prodaimfi the mandates of Heaven as 
just, and opens the doors of immortalitj to 
those b J faith and works approved I The 
tender and , affectionate tone of Kindness, 
ever strikes the strings of even the most 
obdurate heart, as it were by a magic charm ; 
«- it softens the passions, and lives only in 
the finer feelings of the soul. It strives to 
elevat^e the affections of humanity, and urge 
thp h^art and hand onward, in the perfoim* 
anoe of good works. We see its operations, 
though we often fail to discern from what 
source its immediate impulse springs. We 
feel its power, ^ exerting a salutary influ- 
ence, but, like Sympathy, its instigator, we 
know, not in many cases, to what cause the 
attrib^to so lovely and excellent, is di^e. We 
expeiit^nee the result, but oflen, we know not 
from, what source it originates* Kindness, 
under different circumstances, is developed 
in very different ways. A word of com- 
mendation in our favor, from those who 
hi^ve previoi^sly experienced our sympathy. 
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ivhen in want, or suffering &om disease, 
often comef^ with a benign influence, though 
perhaps we know not the author. It comes 
as a word spoken in season, for our good* 
Every individual, at some period of life, 
needd the offerings of Sympathy and Kind- 
ness ; and in what manner can we insure 
this boon, when in the hour of need, more 
effectually, than to sow the seed when oppor« 
'.unity offers, before we are called to drink 
from the bitter cup of affliction, that we 
may experience the welcome fruits of our 
labors, in a rich harvest, when the hour of 
adversity shall come ? True kindness never 
goes, ultimately, unrewarded; for though 
ungrateful the recipient of its smiles, and 
its bounties may chance to be, yet the con- 
sciousness of having performed a good deed> 
within our own breast, is an ample reward 
to the benevolent mind. Virtue always 
approves the works of her votaries, and 
especially does she delight in those acts of 
love, which are the results of so noble, yet 
oilen 80 humble an attribute, as kindnsss. 
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Words cost but little effort on oar part, but 
how sweet, — how salutary, — how important 
often, the result of a kind word let fall by 
even an entire stranger, upon our minds ! 
How often indeed has this excellent attri- 
bute of the yirtuous heart, caused the erring 
to turn from his evil ways, and become 
re-instated in the paths of usefulness, and 
holiness I Never did harsh reproofs exerted 
to promote reform in any case, operate so 
effectually to secure the desired result, as 
does kindness, when rightly applied; for 
the former tends rather to aggravate and 
cause hate, and a revengeful disposition, 
than to calm the irritable mind, and produce 
lasting benefits. Such indeed is the natural 
character of the human mind, that it scorns 
reproof, while, almost invariably, the affec- 
tions and confidence may be won by kind- 
ness. Would you, fair reader, experience 
the worth of kindness in your life? — if 
so, let the beautiful gem ever shine with 
increasing lustre, in the crown of your 
mind. Strive to cultivate an exotic in the 
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most congenial clime of the heart, that 
shall ever bear those fruits which bless hu- 
manity, and in their influence upon your 
own character, meet a ready response, and 
approval, at the shrine of virtue. Be kind ; 
— and the kindness which dwells in your 
bosom shall meet a ready response from 
other hearts, and you shAll never regret the 
agency so salutary to the happiness of oth- 
ers, and so conducive to your own. The 
brighter this lovely gem of the Female 
character is kept, by active exercise, the 
more noble and extensive will be the influ- 
ence of its radiance upon the world at large. 
Let kindness be cultivated as a prominent 
characteristic in your mind, and you shall 
never have cause to regret the possession 
of so rich, and excellent a beauty of virtue, 
as an accomplishment. In your sex, O ! 
woman, kindness indeed presents a grace 
mofe attractive than almost any other thstt 
ever lights the immortal flame, and one 
whose transcendent loveliness can scarcely 
be eclipsed by any beauty, even more impos- 
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ing in its nature, and operations. For* 
get not that the gem of the most nnobtrUsive 
appearance, or of less brilliant lustre than 
many others, may nevertheless be infinitely 
more valuable, than those whose lustre ii 
derived from borrowed light, or which owe 
their attractions to the more humble, though 
unpretending influence of a hidden source. 
Be kind, O ! fair reader, under aU circum* 
stances in life, and when you are suffering 
from Adversity, may you meet a recipro- 
cal response, from every virtuous mind, 
and feel indeed the true value of a minis- 
tering spirit. 



Be kind — a word in kindness spoken 
May heal a heart that 's almost broken ! 
Be kind, — forget not thou art one 
Of human form, — and not alone ! 

Be kind, — thine erring brother love, 
And ne'er in hasty words, reprove. 
Remember him as mortal man^ — 
Then treat him harshly, if you can ! 
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Be kind ; — thine influence ever lend 
To prove thyself indeed a friend 
To all who bear fair virtue's seal, — 
To such alone thyself reveal ! 

Be kind ; — the humble poor relieve, 
And strive to comfort those who grieve I 
Forget not thou, perhaps in time 
Others may me, and you decline I 

Be kind, — thou art a traveler here, 
Hast thou no destiny to fear ? 
Hast thou no hope that will prove frail ? 
Or art thou sure no joy will fail ? 

Be kind ;— another day may prove 
The ruin of the names you love ! 
Be kind ; — and reap the promise given, . 
Be kind on earth, and rest in Heaven 1 



CHAPTEB m. 



BEHEYOLSKCE. 



These sure, are deeds without a stain, — 
Benevolence was ne'er in vain ! 

How dark, and gloomy, indeed, would 
be the pilgrimage journey of life; — how 
dim our prospects for happiness on earth ; — 
how dead, comparatively, every incentive 
to enterprise; — and how wretched would 
humanity be, were it not for the heart- 
cheering light of the heavenly taper, .5im6t?o- 
lence! Its influence is diffused, however 
few the sources from which it emanates ; 
— however isolated the heart-shrines from 
which its incense flows with so sweet a savor 
to the throne of virtue ; I say its benign 
influence is diffhsed with a salutary radi- 
ance, '< as far as human track has marked 
the soiL" A taper, lighted by divinity as 
it is, its effulgence will never cease to be 
hailed by the great brotherhood, — the hu- 
man race, — as a harbinger of all that is 
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noble, eleyating, valuable, lovely, and accept- 
able to those who are the recipients of its 
bounties, however humble; nor will its 
excellence cease to be congenial to the wel- 
fare of mankind, so long as time shall cause 
successive generations to exist, and in their 
course, and according to their destiny, to 
pass awaj, and shroud mortality in dust. 
So long as mortality is found, as part of 
Creation, will benevolence cheer the jour- 
ney of life. 

Who, that has tasted the rich nectar from 
the overflowing cup fllled with sweet liba- 
tions at the never - failing fount of true 
benevolence; — who, I ask, that has been 
thus favored would presume to wish the 
recall of that inspiration so indispensable 
to happiness, which has emanated from the 
portals of Paradise ? Methinks the minis- 
tering angel whose tender guardianship has 
caused the giving of so rich a boon to hu- 
manity, would weep (if such beings may 
weep), should the ingratitude of frail mor- 
tate cause the withdrawing of this gem of 
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Heaven, by its Divine Giver ! It is a gift 
universal, — no one nation or clime can 
boast its exclusive and peculiar possession ; 
— the wide world can clidm its bounty, — 
humanity universal can witness its excel- 
lence ! Benevolence ! — it is a name that 
touches to sweet vibration, in unison, every 
heart worthy the name of human ! Its 
influence is as boundless as the universe, 
and its age truly from eternity, to eternity I 
No counteracting influence, however potent 
its effects, can suUy, in the least, the good 
name of this rich universal gift ; nor can 
all the arts of antagonist beauties ever de- 
tract from the real value of this life-ele- 
vating, sonl^polishmg jewel, so long as in 
the human mind real worth is duly appre- 
ciated. Emanating as it has, from Heaven, 
by Divine commission, what power can 
caose an edipse of this excellent name ? 
We need not attempt to define the beauties 
of true benevolence, or to unfold all the 
excellences comprised by the name, merely, 
for even if we should attempt such a course. 
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oar feeble pen would fail to show its valn^ 
or to delineate its attributes. A Divine 
mind alone could devise a gift so neb, for 
humanity — a gift without which life's taper 
would soon be totally extinguished by the 
blasts of adversity, and the lamp of exist- 
ence be put out for want of its heavenly 
oil! Benevolence is a Divine attribute, 
and in the human mind, its resplendent 
beauty confronts the atheist and deist, while 
it proclaims the existence of a God, and 
shows in characters too plain and conspicu- 
ous to be misunderstood, the wisdom and 
goodness of the Creator. Every blessing 
that falls to the lot of mankind ; — every 
bright spot in the otherwise barren and 
forlorn course of human existence, arise 
from this excellent gift. Benevolence! — 
Divine benevolence has purchased for a 
sin-ruined world, a plan of salvation by 
which frail mortals may inherit eternal life ! 
Such, dear reader, is the importance of the 
subject now before us ; and if we prolong 
our remarks to some extent, we trust the 
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eaodid mind will enter into the spirit of the 
matter, though feeble the delineation, and 
that our humble pen will find a few oases 
in the dark train of earth, that may be 
refreshing to those who deign to give its 
£rail sketches a careful perusal through its 
psresent field. 

The Gkdden Rule was founded upon be- 
neYolence, and the first cannot be fulfilled 
without the exemplification of the last*. 
But let us notice, if you please, some of 
the frviiU of this valuable agent, that we 
may be enabled to form some estimate of 
the worth of its prerogatiyes« 

1. BenensoleMie overlooks the faults of 
<4hers» We are all liable to err and to go 
astray from the path of true rectitude. No 
one is infallible; — no one is perfect; — 
every one has his failings, and we all need 
the charitable eye to report our actions; 
and were it not for this, our failings, magni- 
fied and (as is too often the case), exagge- 
rated, would ruin us, and leave no chance 
to hope for reformation. Were it the case 
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that perfection dwelt on earth, then might ? 
man look up, and defy the power of de- 
traction; but it is not so; — we are frail 
beings at the best, and as we are liable to 
err, though unintentionally, we need the 
mantle of benevolence, not as a doak for ' 
our sins, but as our title to repentance/ and 
reformation. Benevolence never strives to . 
injure the unfortunate, or to laugh at the 
failings of humanity, and scoff at the tears 
and agony of the penitent, — no ! it strives 
to compassionate the case of the erring, 
and to cause him to forsake his evil ways, 
and walk in the paths of virtue I It strives 
to exert a heavenly influence, not by harsh . 
and unwarranted invectives, but in the tones 
and bearings of mercy, it advocates the 
cause of the erring, and strives to turn him 
to virtue's ways. 

2. It strives to devote mankind. While 
self-interest, and its like agents, are striving 
to bring imputation upon every action and 
character not in accordance with particular 
forms and principles, benevolence strives 
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to elevate mankind to the highe43t standard 
of perfection accessible by mortals; — to 
compassionate the case of the erring, and 
if possible, to bring about in the mind, and 
actions of the offender, a salutary reform. 
It seeks to make the world wiser and better, 
and to make the principles of virtue, the 
expanding flower in the garden of humanity. 
It never uses detraction or deceit, as the 
weapons of its warfare ; but open, honest 
dealings, based upon the principles of Chris- 
tianity, are its works and its delight It 
never strives to debase mankind, and cause 
the finger of scorn to be pointed with a 
sneer at the least of God's creation, but it 
ever offers an apology for errors made in 
ignorance, and bears the burthen of those 
upon whom are cast reproach, and guilt 
unwarranted, and where envy and malice 
deal the blow ! Benevolence seeks to ele- 
vate the whole human family, and to bring 
every nation, kindred, and tongue into that 
sweet communion of principle, approved by 
virtue, and in accordance with the will of 
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our Divine Master : — to raise the just to 
a higher degree of perfection, and to restore 
the wanderer and bring him back to virtue. 
8. Benevolence seeks to relieve suffering 
humanity. Visit with me, dear reader, if 
you please, the bed of sickness, where dim 
poverty reigns triumphant ; where no voice 
of tenderness and compassion is wont to 
greet the ear of the disconsolate sufferer ; 
where no friendly arm supports the aching 
head, and the prospect of death is not 
cheered by the influence of Christianity, 
but all the horrors of a dreadful future 
burst upon the already distracted mind of 
the sick and dying, and there you may 
learn the salutary influence of Benevolence. 
There you may witness the magical trans- 
formation, as it were, from sorrow, pain, 
tears, sighs, and groans, to peace, gratitude, 
hope, smiles, and rejoicing, even in the 
hour of death ! There you may learn the 
worth of this gem of the soul, and under 
no circumstances does Benevolence appear 
more beautiful and lovely, than when wo- 
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man, like an angel of mercy, wears the 
gem and brings its radiance to illuminate 
the coach of the sick and dying, and min- 
ister to their relief! Or, if you please, visit 
the abode of poverty and wretchedness, and 
see the widow, the orphan, and the father- 
less, bowed down with grief by the cold 
hand of adversity ; — listen to their tale of 
sorrow, suffering, pain, and misery; — ; re- 
lieve their wants by your bounty; meet 
them with a smile of tenderness and words 
of kindness, and in their tears of gratitude 
and joy, as they implore the richest bless- 
ings of Heaven upon you, tell me, if there 
is not true beauty in Benevolence ! Tell 
me, if, when you repose your head upon 
your pillow after your visit, you do not 
feel an inward consciousness of rectitude, 
and a calm serenity of mind, which causes 
your sleep to be sweet and your dreams 
pleasant Methinks there is no cup sweeter 
to the soul than this. True Benevolence 
seeks to alleviate the pangs of suffering 
humanity universal ; — to bring the healing 
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bairn to the wounded breast;— to cbeer 
the desponding; — to raise the degraded; 
•—to assist the poor; — to extend the bless* 
ings of life and health to ally*— and to 
bring happiness to the universal Brother- 
hood. With Sympathy for its companion, 
it visits the abode of sorrow and pain, and 
with a smile dispels the frowns of adv^rei* 
ty, and opens the welcome door to peace, 
prosperity, and happiness. It brings redp- 
rocal blessings, and both the agent and the 
object are benefited:*- the one by the gift 
so freely bestowed, — the other by the ap« 
proval of conscience, and that inward joy 
which none but the truly benevolent can 
ever know. That Benevolence is a beauti- 
inl and valuable attribute of the female 
character especially, none who ever wit- 
nessed its works will deny. There it shines 
with an unrivalled lustre, and no counter- 
acting power aims to tarnish or extinguish 
its beauties. If there is any excellence in 
the human character, its loveliness is mag- 
nified in the virtues of Wohax I If there 
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is any redeeming quality in the mind, wo- 
man can present it in the ways of Benevo- 
lence. Seemingly, beauty and grace are 
the appropriate bearers of the blessings of 
Heaven to the human family ; and if so, 
woman, lovely woman, is the fit represen- 
tative of Virtue in the works which follow 
this, one of her richest and most excellent 
attributes I In all that pertains to Benevo- 
lence, woman is indeed a fit representative, 
for in her tears of commiseration, as well 
aa in her smiles of joy, she is still beautiful, 
when bearing the seal of Virtue ; and Be- 
nevolence is then her element ! 

Cherish, then, beloved friend, the gem of 
Benevolence as your own ; crown your heart 
with this laurel firom the bay, and you shall 
find that there is no beauty of the female 
character more lovely than this. Open 
your heart to the voice of misery, and 
compassionate the case of the unfortunate. 
Eest assured, dear friend, that you can find 
no work more acceptable to Virtue than the 
alleviation of the pangs of suffering hu- 
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manity I Go forward, then, actuated by 
the spirit of Benevolence, and you shall 
find that excellence is not seen alone in the 
throng, but that the humble followers of 
Virtue can enjoy a sweet fruition of future 
bliss, which those who have never acted oa 
this agency of Love can never know. Re* 
member, dear friends, that all that is beau- 
tiful or lovely of earth is founded upon 
Virtue, and in the works of this attribute 
of our minds there is great reward. When 
you walk the streets, dear reader, seek for 
some worthy object of Benevolence, and 
when you have found such an one, leave it 
not, I implore you, until you have found a 
<^ Balm in Gilead," and a complete trans- 
formation of circumstances, which may 
prove the initiation of the wanderer into 
the paths of Virtue. Be active, and you 
may accomplish an amount of good which 
the future alone can tell. 1 be faithful 
in the cause of Virtue, and you shall not 
fail of securing a great, a lasting reward. 



CHAPTER IV. 



FSIENSSHIF. 



^ Celestial Happiness 1 wherever she stoops 
To visit eartn, one shrine the goddess finds, 
And one alone, to make her sweet amends 
iFor ahsent Heaven, — the bosom of a Friend !" 

Young. 

Upon this subject I am aware that much 
has been written, and perhaps enough to 
render the humble efforts of your author^s 
pen abortive ; but it is a fruitful subject, 
and permit me to ask jour attention a few 
moments, while I may try to trace, though 
with a faint shadow of delineation, the 
beauties of this excellent attribute of the 
virtuous mind. True Friendship is the 
social seal, the cementing principle which 
Heaven has given, in especial favor, to the- 
votaries of Virtue, to bind them together 
in reciprocal union, and render transcend- 
antly pleasant all the associations of human 
life. It is a hallowed tie in its purity, and 
well worthy of the exalted source from 
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which it emanates. So rich in beauty is 
this gem of the soul, that we hail its bril- 
liant light at all times as a harbinger of 
good ; and if there is any name on earth 
possessed of natural magic, most surely 
Friendship bears the ascendancy. It is a 
bright star in the mental crown, — one in 
whose radiance there is no uncertain ray ; 
but it increases in splendor, not in propor- 
tion to its magnitude, but in exact ratio 
with its duration, and the benign and sala- 
utary influence which it exerts upon the 
peace, happiness, and prosperity of the 
whole human family. 

My friend I How often has the tender- 
est string of the heart been touched to sweet 
vibration when these words were merely 
pronounced by even a stranger I The re- 
cognition of a common brotherhood, at some 
times, on the part of those whom we may 
chance to meet, eYea by speaking in the 
tone c^ Friendship, causes our bosom to 
heave with a sweet emotion, — an emotion 
which we never feel save under the influ- 
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ence of such an incentive ! Have you, 
dear reader, ever travelled in a foreign 
land, or even in a remote part of our own 
country ? If so, have you not found occa- 
sion to thank God for the gift of Friend- 
ship to the world ? Have you not often 
felt the soothing influence of this potent 
charm, perhaps when you least anticipated 
- the possibility of enjoying the influence of 
its smiles, or of tasting the nectar from a 
chalice which could alone be filled at the 
fountain-head of Virtue ? Have you not 
often, when your fast beating heart told 
you you was alone, — far from friends, and 
all the associations with which you had 
once been so familiar, — far from Home 
with all its endearing charms, — far from 
the loved ones of your infancy and early 
years, — far from all those scenes by early 
association most dear to your heart, — have 
you not at such a moment, perhaps when 
sighing once again to behold your early 
home and early associates and companions, 
-^have you not, I say, at such a moment, 
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met the welcome astonishment found in 
the tie of Friendship in the person of a 
stranger, when the ever-welcome and sweet 
salutation, so well known as belonging to 
Virtue alone, has met your ear, and the 
tone of kindness melted upon your heart ? 
Or, when far away from all the endear- 
ing associations of intimate companionship, 
when the hand of Disease has been laid 
heavily upon you, and the raging thirst of 
fever seemed unquenchable, have you not 
received the cooling draught from the hand 
of woman, which, though but pure water 
from the crystal fount, was sweeter far to 
you than the nectar which is the famed 
beverage of gods ? And more : — has not 
the word of tenderness and the look of kind 
compassion with which you were greeted 
caused your pulse to beat strong with emo- 
tion, when that friendship of woman, so 
easily transformed into pure and ardent af- 
fection, has touched to sweet and lasting 
vibration the tenderest chords of the heart ? 
Have you not at such a moment felt, in all 
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its trath and life, the glowing language af 
the poet, when he sang, 

" O ! woman, in our hours of ease, 
Uncertain, coy, and hard to please, 
And variable as the shade 
By the li^ht quivering aspen made ; 
When pain and anguish wring the brow, 
A ministering angel thou !" 

Have you not felt indeed that language is 
inadequate to picture the reality as it is, or 
to describe your feelings at such a moment? 
Yet this scene presents hut one of the many 
beauties of that gem of the soul, true 
Friendship ; it pictures but one among 
many thousands of scenes and circumstan- 
ces in which we can feel but cannot express 
the value of the noble flame that unites 
kindred spirits. 

True Friendship bids us love our neigh- 
bor as ourselves. The Golden Rule was 
given us as our criterion in all the walks of 
life, and those who do not regard its injunc- 
tion are unworthy to bear the hallowed 
name of Friend. In every circumstance 
in life, we have numerous opportunities for 
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the exercise of this social blessing, and 
happy indeed is that individual, whatever 
may be his lot^ who seeks, by the exercise 
of Friendship, to elevate Humanity from 
degradation and misery, and to reinstate 
it in the paths of virtue and purity. — 
We were all created "free and equal,** 
aad wo to that hand that seeks to depress 
its neighbor, that it may secure its own ag« 
graadizement ! True Friend^ip bids us 
find congenial spirits, those who wear its 
own impress, as oar associates, under what- 
ever circumstances the likeness may be 
found ; — whether among the rich or poor, 
free or bound, white or hlaxk, humble or 
exalted; — whether in the palace of the 
noble or the straw-thatched cottage of the 
humble child of virtue. Wherever the em- 
blem is to be found, either among savage or 
civilized people, there we may rest assured 
Humanity in distress will find a hearty 
welcome and the most devoted and tender 
care« There we need not fear to apply for 
assistance at any time, for we shall never 



56 TRB LADT'8 PBBSBNT. 

be turned emptj away. That deep sympa- 
thy which is the foandation of Friendship 
will secure for us a cordial and welcome 
reception, even in a foreign land, among 
strangers. Friendship breaks down the 
barriers of cold formality, and gives us a 
hearty welcome at the fireside and to the 
hospitality of all who are the possessors of 
this inestimable attribute of the virtuous 
and noble character, — the gift of a kind 
Providence for our mutual good. 

Were it my task to paint a true emblem 
of a ministering spirit, I would present 
pure and lovely woman, either in the 
abodes of the poor and needy, or at the 
bedside of suffering humanity, in the cold 
embrace of Disease, — who, like angels of 
mercy from the realms of bliss, are sent to 
relieve the wants of the needy, and wipe 
the tear from the eye of sorrow by the soft 
hand of Friendship, — to cool the burning 
flame of fever, and watch with tenderness 
o'er the couch of pain at the midnight hour. 
If ever woman is beautiful it is then ; if 
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ever she is lovely, her loveliness draws its 
richest hue from disinterested and faithful 
Friendship. Often indeed has it been mj 
lot to meet beauty and graoe, as found in 
their most perfect developement, in the form 
of woman beside the couch of the sick, and 
the dying, in the stillness of midnight ; and 
I have often thought that more of the real 
beauties of Virtue were there presented 
than in any other situation on earth. There 
the mandate of the "Golden Rule" is 
obeyed, and in the exercise of such friend- 
ship, how rich the reward to both the giver 
and the receiver. Is it not true that 

Those who drink at "Virtue's fount, — 
Friendship trae, can ne'er recount 
All those blessings which it gives, 
That in latest memory live 1 
If 't is blessed to receive, 
»T is thrice blessed, sure, to give ; 
Virtue fair our gift approves, 
And rewards with peace and love. 

Again : Friendship is a source of pleas- 
ure, improvement, and satisfaction to our- 
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Belves ; and in ibis respect well might the 
poet say, 

" Poor is the friendless master of a world : 
A world in purchase for a friend is gain.** 

How utterly desolate were life, — how infi- 
nitely less gi'atifying to us, were the star of 
true Friendship blotted from the intellectu- 
al horizon ; — were the sweet and salutary 
influences of this vivifying and ennobling 
attribute withdrawn from humanity, and 
we, like huge mountains of ice in the polar 
seas, figuratively, were plunged by the 
foaming torrents of passion and every evil 
propensity into the fearful vortex of our 
own destruction, while our course so despe- 
rate would draw many others into the fear- 
ful abyss, and prove their ruin also ! In- 
deed, we behold infinite wisdom in the 
Creator, in that He has given us a regula- 
tor of our passions, a reprover of self-love, 
a social bond of union, a cementing princi- 
ple for society, and a source of infinite 
pleasure to ourselves, in true and faithful 
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Friendship! We should indeed be poor, 
were we friendless, even were we to possess 
the most unbounded wealth that the ambi- 
tion of the voluptuary could wish for. 
Alone, and without those refined associa- 
tions that render human existence doubly 
interesting, who would enjoy themselves in 
any very acceptable degree ? Indeed what 
attribute of the mind, in full operation, is 
more lovely than 

" Sweet Friendship ! conquerer of Time and Death, 
Of birth celestial, bearing palms on earth. 
Of glorious conquests over passion^s strife." 

But how shall we- choose our Friends? 
Were we to speak systematically and logi- 
cally of our subject, we should divide it 
under two general heads, viz., general and 
special Friendship ; — the first, extending 
to all mankind^ and the last to individual 
attachments; — of the last of these only 
do we design to speak in this place. In 
the choice of intimate friends, we should be 
extremely cautious that we do not exclude' 
those who are worthy of our highest esti- 
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matioD, and, more particularly, that we do 
not form intimacies in friendship, the resalt 
of which will be detrimental to our future 
welfare and permanent happiness. Those 
who possess minds, habits, pursuits, dispo- 
sitions, and virtues, congenial with our own, 
will usually be the most profitable friends 
to us, though by various dispositions and 
temperaments in those with whom we asso- 
ciate, we are enabled to learn the varieties 
of characters to be met with in our inter- 
course with the world, and also may acquire 
a good knowledge of human nature. But, 
in our opinion, intimacies should never be 
entered into under the garb of friendship, 
where there is the least probability that in 
future we shall have cause to regret such a 
course in the result. Dr. Young, in his 
" Night Thoughts " has given us directions 
to the point in the selection of intimate 
friends and associates : 

"Pause, ponder, sift^ not eager in the choice, 
Nor jealous of the chosen ; fixing, fix ; 
Judge before Friendship, then confide 'till death." 
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By following this rule, we need not fear 
those unwelcome results which often so 
unfortunately transpire from the unfaithful- 
ness of professed friends. But from fahe 
friends^ the Lord deliver us ! Far better 
were it for us never to taste the sweets of 
this rich heavenly nectar, — true friendship, 
— than that the cup be drugged by the poi- 
son of deceit and empty pretensions ! Such 
a form of friendship begets eternal hate on 
the part of those who have been subject to 
its malignity. 

Be this my happy lot ; — 
Never to have a friend to cheer my way 
TVough life's tempestaous path, or ease my head 
Down to the grave ; — if false deceit is mixed 
With larking vileness, tending to destroy 
In friendship /{i^ the humble character, 
Or filch, of all the dearest, the good name 
Of mortals, hastening to Eternity ! 
But give me those, if few indeed they are, 
Whose friendship lasts e'en in adversity, 
'TiU life shall close! 

As, then, even friendship has its counter- 
feit, it behooves us, in the selection of those 
to whom we are to give our confidence, to 
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be particularly cautious, lest by simulation 
we are imposed upon; for an insincere 
friend, once exposed, becomes our most 
deadly enemy. That fair and lovely wonum 
should be thus particularly cautious in the 
selection of intimate friends, especially 
among the other sex, no one who is ac- 
quainted with human nature will deny ; for 
who that has seen the heart of confiding 
innocence crushed by deceit and disappoint- 
ment, and leflt to shame and disgrace, for- 
lorn and bleeding, can fail to mark the rile 
simulation by which that destruction was 
accomplished. 

We remark once more, that trtie Fnend- 
ship is constant and eternal It is not tran- 
sitory like the meteor that shines for a mo- 
ment and then is lost forever ; no I it lives 
to shed its hallowed tears over the tomb of 
the departed object of its attachment It 
lives in fond memory long afler the object 
has crumbled to dust, and snatches, and 
preserves from oblivion eveiy dear relic of 
the loved and lost Yes, truly this form of 
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friendship is eternal ; and metfainks that tie 
that has bound in reciprocal bonds, in social 
and uninterrupted harmony, congenial spir^ 
its on earth until death, will be resumed in 
Heaven, and grow stronger and stronger, 
and this methinks will contribute in no 
small degree to our happiness through eter- 
nity ! O ! is it not, dear reader, sweet to 
think, to believe that we shall meet our 
friends who have been taken from our bo- 
soms by the relentless hand of death ; — I 
say, is it not sweet to believe we shall meet 
them in Heaven, and still be friends, im- 
mortal friends ? Yes, 

" When the deep fountains of the heart, 
By strong convnlBions rent apart 
Are running all to waste — " 

and we deeply mourn the loss of those near 
and dear to us by friendship's hallowed tie, 
'tis a source of great consolfition to us, to 
look forward to the time, not far distant at 
most, when, if faithful in the cause of virtue 
to the end, we shall be i>ermitted to meet 
the departed in a land where friendship 
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finds its ccmsummation in an eternal, bHss- 
fbl union, and where shall be known no 
more the parting tear, or the uncertainty to 
which in all things we are subjected in life. 
Once again, and we will bring our already 
prolonged remarks on this subject to a dose. 
To you, O ! woman, permit me to say, cul- • 
tiTate true friendship as a grace of mental 
excellence. How dark and dreary would 
life be, were it not for the soul-inspiring 
radiance that your virtuous friendship dis- 
penses to us, the highly-favored sons of 
America. Let your friendship be ever 
founded upon Virtue; and remember that 
she alone can protect you from wrong, and 
from all harm, if you continue to kneel at 
her sacred shrine, and follow her footsteps. 
Be faithful in friendship as in love, to which, 
in its purity, it is so nearly allied. But do 
not mistake the one for the other, especially 
in your intercourse with the other sex, (I 
speak as a brother), for often has such a 
mistake on the part of confiding innocence, 
been the cause of deep regret in after life, 
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simply from misunderstaQding in relation 
to motives I Yes, often has friendsliip been 
construed into love, where indeed the latter 
did not exist; and thus the heart of the 
unsophisticated, yet lovely female, has been 
buried in the bitter cup of disappointment, 
from the results of unreturned affection! 
Let virtue guide your reason, ^d you shall 
be able to select those friends whose con- 
stancy and fidelity, after life will prove. 
Be faithful, I repeat again, to those who 
repose confidence in you as friends, and 
you shall find in age, in the clustering mem* 
ones of early associations and early friends, 
a sweet holocaust, that will bear to your 
bosoms an unfailing source of pleasure and 
satisfaction, so long as memory lives. ^ 



CHAPTER V. 



YJSBACm. 



"This above all; — to thine own self be true ! 
And it must follow, as the night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any man." 

The power of Truth is felt, as spread- 
ing an unrivalled lustre over every loved 
and lasting attribute of the virtuous mind. 
This beautiful gem, in the crown of intel- 
lectual beauty, is preeminent ; as it dis- 
penses light and life to all those that cluster 
in so rich profusion around the virtuous 
character. Truth, indeed gives a charm 
and value, as well as perinanency, to every 
feature of mental excellence that has a just 
title to our respect or admiration ; for what 
are pretensions when not founded upon this 
elevated pedestal? We love that open, 
frank, and winning presentation of intellect- 
ual worth that is founded upon truth ; and 
we can never mistrust any operation of the 
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soul tbat bears upon its face the seal of 
veracitj. It is worthy of our admiration 
and esteem, when thus accompanied. We 
may at all times freely open our hearts and 
our best affections, when we discover this 
valuable prerequisite as an attendant upon 
the occasion, whatever the circumstances 
may be. If we are sure that we mistake 
not simulation for the reality, there is no 
danger in opening the inmost treasure of 
our hearts to the full inspection of him who 
presents the' countersign of this transcend- 
ently beautiful and lovely agent Veracity 
is ever open-hearted, and we never need 
fear the result, when we trust to one in 
whose mind this mental excellence reigns. 
A practised eye, one guided by a soul well 
acquainted with human nature, can seldom 
mistake the appearance of simulation for 
the genuine attribute of veracity ; but so 
accurate and nice is the counterfeit, as is 
often seen, that we propose, (for the good 
of those who may honor our humble vol- 
ume with an unprejudiced perusal), to pre- 
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sent a few thoughts in relation to the method 
of judging upon the reality, or the simula- 
tion of veracity. Every one will admit, 
that it is for their interest to understand as 
well as possible, the motives of those who 
are desirous of fonning a mutual friendship, 
or any other association with them, for not 
unfrequently we find those whom we have 
supposed to be our best friends, in reality 
traitors to our best interests, and far more 
deleterious to our advantage than even open 
enemies. Thus, not unfrequently we are 
liable to be made the dupes of preconcerted 
artifice, when others, for their own benefit 
desire and solicit our friendship, or our love. 
How oflen indeed has simulation been mis- 
taken for the garb of truth, when by some 
unaccountable prepossession we have been 
influenced by designing minds to act the 
part of friends or confederates. We are 
indeed never safe from imposition in some 
form, unless we are well acquainted with 
human nature, and can, to some salvable 
degree, read the heart by the indices of the 
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countenance and general appearance. To 
return then : — 

1. We can jvdge hy the general ckarojC" 
ierofthe indtviduai, whether we may place 
implicit confidence in his pretensions, and 
rely upon the veracity of his propositions. 
There is, indeed, no probability that pure 
streams will issue from a corrupt fountain ; 
and if we are acquainted with an individual, 
fmd have for a season sufficiently observed 
his actions and traced his motives, we shall 
seldom fail to form a very accurate opinion 
in regard to trusting him without reserve. 
But we must be well acquainted with all 
his movements before we can rely even 
upon our own judgment, in relation to his 
veracity. Indeed, nothing but an intimate 
and extended acquaintance, can qualify us 
to judge accurately of any one in relation 
to this important characteristic. 

2. We ma^ judge hypatt events. When 
we have become acquainted with the ha- 
bitual inconstancy of any one in past times, 
we shall, of course, distrust him ; but we 
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may, from eyen a single result of misplaced 
confidence, in many cases, form our crite^ 
rion for the future. We may take it as a 
general rule, that one who has repeatedly 
betrayed the trust reposed in him will con- 
tinue so to do, unless there has been a great 
change in his character, through the influ- 
ence of moral or religious principle ; and 
indeed, even where in a single instance we 
have obsei;yed a breach of faith, we should 
be particularly cautious how we open our 
hearts to the agent, lest we find, in the re- 
sult, a painful repetition of the same evil. 
We cannot be too cautious. 
. 3. Flattery, There is no more certain 
index to duplicity than is this weapon of 
carnal and designing minds. We abhor 
the flatterer, and we candidly advise and 
counsel our readers, especially of the fair 
sex, to shun even his appearance as they 
would the blast of the Simoom, — the 
breeze that bears upon its bospm the poison 
of^the Bohon Upas, — the Asp that poi- 
soned Cleopatra, the fatal Maelstrom at 
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sea, or the machinations of our bitter ene- 
my, his Satanic Majesty I Flattery, dear 
reader, has made more vile outcasts from 
society, especially among the female sex, in 
the result, than all other, causes combined ! 
The very tongue of the flatterer is filled 
with poison ! His lips seem covered with 
oil, but it is the oil of sorrow in its result, 
and of lasting shame and disgrace ! The 
flatterer's heart ! I had rather dissect the 
heart of a plague-subject than to risk its 
fatal contamination ! Beware of flattery ! 
Keep aloof from the fatal influences of such 
an agent, or you will And an end to the 
curse entailed alone in Death, and not then, 
even, without bitter repentance ! The an- 
tagonist of veracity is this vile agent of a 
corrupt heart ; and where you And the one, 
depend upon it, the other cannot abide ! If 
you desire long lif^, happiness, peace, con- 
tentment, and all that is pleasant in life and 
death, SHUN the flattebeb, and never 
suffer his wiles to carry your heart away 
captive! Trust alone in him who bears 
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upon his soul well impressed the broad 
seal of Truth, and then you are safe from 
harm! 

' 4. A moral and religious character^ if the 
reality is true to the profession, is a safe 
criterion for the establishment of our im- 
plicit confidence in any individual. The 
excellence of Truth is indeed a prerequisite 
to the formation of such a character, and 
one of its most beautiful accomplishments 
and renowned characteristics. We are ev- 
er safe in reposing our confidence in moral 
worth ; and more particularly where we find 
the gem of true piety impressed indelibly 
upon the mind of our friend, there is no 
danger in trusting him. Our confidence in 
such circumstances can never prove other 
than safe, for you never found faith mis- 
placed where true piety was present to 
grace the soul with its hallowed excellence. 

The power of Truth illumines bright, 
Of doubt and fear, the darkest night, 
And, as upon its light we gaze. 
It shines with a meridian blaze : 
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Bat when Keligion gires the ««al 
To Truth, we can the inflaenoe feel ; 
And when, reversed, these beauties shine, 
Truth makes our pietj divine ! 

Tes, — when we find true Beligioa as tlie 
crowning gem in the human inteliect, we 
sliall never fail to recognize veracity, based 
upon those principles, as its foundatioBy that 
can give permanency to everj desirable al- 
tribate of the virtuous character. Then 
we have no doubts <Hr fears, in relying iof 
plieitly upon any one, in friendship or ift 
love, for then, and then only we know our 
heart is seeure ! 

Such, dear reader, are some {ni the cri- 
teria by which we may judge the inteitp 
tions of those who manifest a desire to Ob- 
tain our confidence, either in Friendship, or 
its excellent counterpart, Love. And it 
would be well for all, and espedally the 
PAiB SEX, to take particular care in the 
STUDr OF CHARACTER ; for by an extensive 
knowledge of those arts by which dissimu- 
lation is often so successfully practiced, 
5 
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alone can they be qualified to meet the pre- 
tensions of hypocrisy, and repulse such in- 
trusions as may be presented by designing 
companions! Look well, kind reader, to 
the motives which influence others to seek 
your acquaintance, your friendship, or your 
love! Let the unmistaken presence of 
yeracity ever influence your decision in a 
matter of so much importance as either of 
these objects. Especially in pretensions to 
auction, — that brightest and purest gem 
©f the soul save one — true Piety, — should 
yon ever require, as an indispensable pre- 
requisite, the broad seal of Veracity. Love 
that is not based upon Truth, and sincerity, 
ean never present its charms in full realiz- 
ation to those who are its objects. Beware 
•o£ the counterfeit, for many are the arts 
used by the unprincipled, and the voluptu- 
ary, to simulate true affection ; but the re- 
sults of mistaken pretensions, how deplora- 
ble are they in their consequences ! 

O ! give the noble gem of Love 
To those who will its beauty prize ; 
Tnith can alone its merits prove, 
And render your selection wise. 
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' Be tkub to TOUE8ELF, dcar reader, and 
consider well before you trust your friend- 
ship or your love in the keeping of another. 

: Once given, it is hard to recal misplaced 

• affection, or to ward off the shafts of false 
friendship. The human heart is often too 

\ dark lor mortal eyes, and it is wisely hid- 
den from our sight. In your own case, O ! 

)be faithful to every trust reposed in you! 

' Veracity demands that you should ^eyer 
simulate, and you ever exercise your pre- 
rogative in this respect at your peril. •'Let 
Truth, I beseech you, be the sealing 

' gem of your character, for when this pow- 
erful agent and accomplishment is, even for 

^' once, missed, your influence is almost irre- 

s trie vably lost. 

Let Truth thine annor be, 
And find a panoply, 

With none more sure : 
When lying tongues shall fafl, 
And vanity bewail, 
And mockery turn pale, 

Thii^ shall endure I 

Truth has a potent charm, 
That ever eires alarm, 
Infhnged «pon ; 
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Detecting eril ways, 

By her meridian blaze j — 

In absence of her face 

Our jo3^ aie gone ! 

Fair Virtue owns the name 
Of Truth, and gives the flame 

To light our way : 
To guide our steps aright, 
Through error's darkest night, - 
And bear our souls in sight 

Of endless day ! 

Yeracitj, indeed, is the onlj safe signet in 
all the communications of kindred souls ; 
and^hen this seal is not present, there is 
no safety in any pretension. 

To loaman, rigtitlj designated the fairest 
part of God's creation, permit me to say, 
that every beauty of the virtuous mind is 
enhanced by the brilliant effulgence of the 
noble orb of Truth. There is indeed no 
gem of the intellectual crown that can pre- 
sent a rival lustre to Veracity ; — for this 
is the great dispenser of light and excel- 
lence to every other beauty of the mind. 

Truth, in ittelf is lig^t divine, 
That beautifies the human mind ; 
In graces all its features blend, 
The same to-day, and without and. 
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Simple and unpretending, still 
It bears the fate of good or ill ; 
Never presuming, — always kind, 
Where 'er It sways the human mind. 

Such is the power and mission of this 
Heaven-ordained agent ; and we can never 
fail to recognise its beauties and appreciate 
its worth. Cultivate then, dear reader, this 
noble beautifier of the soul. Open yours 
heart to its benign influences, and in all the 
associations of life be faithful to your trust. 
Ever require the seal of Veracity in all the 
concerns of the hearty for in this is your 
only security. Be cautious in all your 
intercourse unless you find this assurance 
presented ; and where you find it in its pu- 
rity, you are safe from harm or from danger. 
Be true yourself, and never trust your dear- 
est interests to uncertainties. 

Thus shall vou find your trust secure, 
And ev'ry deep pretension pure ; 
Never misplaced, jrour hope's fond aim, 
In sorrow and in joy the same. 
Truth shall her influence ever lend, 
And o'er your heart her radiance blend, 
She shall your enp of joy prepare, 
And o'er you watch with tender care ; 
She shall the flag of life unrol. 
And with its radiance crown your sonl. 



CHAPTER VI. 



DSaSION. 

Decision marks the^perfect way that* s given 
To mortals, on the only road to Heaven : 
And, if from this our feet should chance to stray, 
Our soul must hope no more, for endless day ! 

The sheet-anchor of the mind is Deci- 
sion. This attribute gives permanency to 
all the operations of the motive power, 
and is, in itself, the prime regulator of our 
actions. Indeed, what can we do without 
the agency of this faculty of the human 
mind ? We are left to follow every influ- 
ence that may chance to operate, unless 
Decision stands at the helm of our judg- 
ment Among the gems of the crown, this 
solidifying jewel will ever take a noble 
precedence in incorporating all others, and 
in giving the lustre and beauty of all their 
charms, and the radiance of their per- 
manent loveliness. Without the influence 
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of this beautiful intellectual accomplishment 
all others that grace the mind would rest 
upon an insecure foundation ; for upon the 
firm basis of Decision, alone can be achieved 
the noble wori^s of the mortal, that are 
performed in obedience to the mandate of 
Heaven. In this, indeed, we find the foun- 
tain of true excellence, and in the absence 
of this coosolidating property, we are left, 
to find the gates of wisdom unopened, and 
to act without the promise of lasting good. 
Decision is the main-spring of all our 
actions, and the criterion by which all our 
works are made manifest And not thus 
alone : it is the result of our judgment after 
we have reflected and considered upon con- 
sequences. It is the result of thought after 
due consideration of all the circumstances 
attending any case that demands our action. 
It is the dividing line between opinions, 
and the foundation upon which all the ac- 
tions of moral agency are based. ^But, 
dear reader, you will say, let dull logic 
alone ; — is it dull and wearisome, indeed ? 
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Wdl, let U8 proceed to notice, then, some 
of the beauties of this important agent. 
Human character, dear friend, would not 
present to us a single excellent attribute, 
were it not for the presence of this impor- 
tant agency. Do you ask why? I will 
tell you. The mind is, and ever has been, 
swayed by this agent; and by it, all 
who have liyed from the Creation to the 
present time, have been infiirenced either 
for good or evil. And are not we, dear 
reader, from day to day now, repeating the 
drama of life, — and are not we in^uenced, 
in all things pertaining to mortality, either 
for good or ill, by this same property of the 
mind? Most certainly we are. No one 
will attempt to maintain the doctrine that 
we are not swayed in our w«orks by influ- 
ence ; — and, if we are. Decision alone can 
cause us to act as becomes thinking beings. 
L^ us notice, 

l.^Decmon t$ the result of reasoning* 
Have you not, dear reader, under peculiar 
circumstances, been often perplexed, not 
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knowing what course to take to accomplish 
the desired object? Have you not often, 
in solitude and alone, pondered over the 
circumstances that opposed the accomplish^ 
hient of an object desirable to you, and for 
your interest ? Have you not, when inter- 
vening circumstances opposed you in any 
desired work, often deeply pondered all 
those particulars, favorable and unfavora- 
ble, that stood between the opposites of 
your desire and your wished attainment? 
Then was not your decision important? 
Was not the moment that opened to your 
understanding a full exposition of facts in 
relation to the case pending, a happy mo- 
ment to you ? Was not that light in the 
case, from whatsoever source it might come, 
a joyful evidence to your heart ? And was 
not that decision, that arose from attending 
circumstances, a real blessing to you ? This 
was the result of reasoning with yourself ! 
And it should be ever thus with this import- 
ant mentor; for this alone can render us 
safe from harm; — for the decided and 
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plain Yes and No, that Decision teaches the 
human mind, is worth more than all other 
secnrities and safeguards that are ever suf- 
fered to operate in dictating our course of 
action, if these are founded upon virtuous 
principles. Thus, we find that reason 
should ever guide us in making our deci- 
sion upon all subjects that are important to 
our welfare. 

2. Decision should ever be founded upon 
morcd and religious principles. The mind 
may be swayed by many influences, but 
when we decide to act from the principles 
of true virtue, we are ever safe and need 
not fear the results. Our decisions, in re- 
lation to any action, should be founded upon 
these principles ; and we may rest assured 
that when they are thus founded, there is 
no danger. The world even, love the attri- 
butes of virtue, and will ever sacrifice much 
for that security that rests in her seal. De- 
cision is, when based upon these principles, a 
certain safeguard in all our transactions with 
our fellow men. Justice and equity should 
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ever be the emblems of Decision ; for where 
these objects demand our agency, we are 
never safe unless we subscribe to the golden 
precept demanded by this true attribute of 
tiie mind. If we would give a permanency 
to all the beauties of the virtuous character 
in our own minds, we cannot refuse to let 
Decision, in our case, be based upon these 
salvable principles. We need never doubt 
that form of decision in any mind, that 
takes deep root in virtue ; for we may rest 
assured that &om this source, and from this 
only, can arise those beauties that are at- 
tendant upon a conscientious decision of 
character. We can ever trust these emen- 
dations, and the decision attendant upon 
virtuous principles, merits our esteem and 
our love. 

3. Our decision is often influenced h^ 
prefudiee. We are ever too apt to decide 
upon the merits or demerits of actions, from 
preconceived prejudices. This is ever 
wrong ; for when we judge from prejudice 
we are very apt to be mistaken in our opin- 
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ions, and tHe world attributes it to onr ill 
will towards the agent Decision should 
ever be founded upon full evidence in rela- 
tion to the facts concerning every case, and 
from these, and these alone, can we hope 
to draw correct inferences. Prejudice is 
an unsafe criterion for the formation of 
judgment in any case, and more especially 
where we are not well acquainted with the 
character of the individuaL We are very 
liable to be mistaken in reference to the 
opinion we form of strangers ; — for unless 
we are well acquainted with human nature, 
and can define character from physiognomy 
with an accurate and truthful feature, we 
should never presume to judge, in relation 
to strangers especially. Prejudice is pro- 
ductive of very many evils. Judgment 
after acquaintance is the only safe criterion ; 
for pre-judging is ever unqualified and pre- 
mature. Let us never decide, even in our 
own mind, in relation to any one's character, 
prematurely, — for if we do, not unfre- 
quently a gem of intellect appears, in all 



THX lady's frxsbkt. 85 

its beauty, in mental soil that we have de* 
fined to be but a barren waste, void of 
cultivation. 

4. Decision in rekUian to others should 
be founded upon Benevolence. We are too 
apt to judge hastilj and decide prematurely, 
in relation to the merits or failings of oth* 
ers. Active Benevolence should be the 
compass of our minds, to point us to right, 
before our decision should be allowed to 
operate; then we should firmly fix upon 
our course of action, for indecision is like 
the vane upon the spire, liable to be influ- 
enced, and even completely turned from its 
true course, by every under current, whether 
the storm of passion or the simoom of an 
inglorious prejudice. We should ever ex- 
tend the noble mantle of charity and true 
benevolence, even towards our most invete- 
rate enemies, in judging their actions, nor 
should we decide against any one, until we 
are certain we have well weighed every 
circumstance in the balance of Truth and 
Justice. Then Decision will point out our 
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only safe coarse, especially in all the affairs 
of the heart We should never suffer our 
decision to be founded upon uncertainties, 
for if we do, we are very apt to decide to 
our own injury; but when from full and 
conclusive evidence we are satisfied upon 
all points, then firm and unyielding decision 
will be the only security for our own wel- 
fare. Thus we find that this excellent 
attribute gives a permanency and value to 
every noble and generous characteristic of 
the virtuous intellect, and thus it is import- 
ant as a regulator of action and a safeguard 
to every other real beauty of the mind. 

We have thus noticed decision of char- 
acter in relation to others, and let us pro- 
ceed to discover its value to ourselves, as 
forming a real gem of the soul. We should 
let assurance of right be an indispensable 
prerequisite to decision ; but when we have 
decided, according to the best of our judg. 
ment, we should never reverse that decision 
without full and conclusive evidence that 
we are pursuing error. The power of Truth 
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should form our opinion and guide our de- 
eision, and that power alone should reverse 
it Decision is to character what ballast is 
to a ship ; and without this salvable char- 
acteristic the most brilliant intellect and 
the highest order of genius and talent are 
as liable to shipwreck upon the shoals of 
error and superstition, metaphorically, as is 
a ship without ballast in a storm, upon the 
rocks and quicksands of a lee shore. De- 
cision is the sheet-anchor of the mind amid 
all the gales of passion and the shoals of 
error to which we are subjected on the sea 
of life* And especially to the Female 
character is this noble attribute all-import- 
ant ; since the world is full of deceit, incon- 
stancy, and eyils of ^very name and nature, 
which must be shunned by the fair sex, or 
the result thereof is ruin. The decided 
Te9 and No are particularly their preroga- 
tive, and should ever be determined by 
truth and virtue ; but when conscience de* 
cides, all the power of passion should never 
be allowed to prevail over that just decision* 
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To jou, O 1 fair friends, permit me to 
saj, let Decision be your safeguard, espec* 
iallj in the affairs of the heart In Friend- 
ship and Love, be decided and firm; for 
indecision, especially under the influence 
' of passion, oflen leads the mind from the 
path of rectitude, and ruin of character is 
the result Whenever temptation presents 
its serpent tongue and its soft and deceitful 
insinuation, let Decision be ready to offer 
a firm resistance. Yes and No are very 
powerful weapons to you, under every va* 
riety of circumstances ; and without them 
you are liable at any time to be deceived, 
and made the victims of evil design. Cher^ 
ish then, the power given you, and act for 
Virtue and Truth while you may. Our 
advice is for your good ; we write for your 
especial benefit Guard this gem of the 
crown as you would your dearest interest 
in life ; — for indeed, decision of character 
and your own welfare are inseparably con- 
nected. Remember there is no safety in 
indecision, and if you trust to the influence 
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of passion to guide jou, jou are never safe 
from danger. Be wise for yourself, O ! my 
friend, and let Decision be the result of 
your faithful judgment. Open your heart 
to the influence of this noble monitor, and 
you will never be left to repent of past in- 
consistencies. Be faithful to your own 
heart ; — and let the principles of Virtue 
and Religion dictate your every action ; — 
thus you may be safe from every danger 
on this point, and secure to yourself unin- 
terrupted peace and prosperity. 



CHAPTER VII. 



TXDELITT. 

FibELiTT, — the name so sweet, 
That renders joy in life complete, 
Is fonnd alone within the heart 
That recognizes Virtue's part. 
It shines for all ; — a mental gem, 
lliat ever bears a hallowed name : 
O ! let it still in beauty shine, 
And prove its origin JJivhue ! 

Among tlie many gems which adorn the 
intellectual crown, there is none that shines 
with a more brilliant and permanent radi- 
ance than Fidelity. There is none whose 
lustre is more beautiful, and whose excel- 
lence presents to the mind of the beholder 
that assurance of real merit in every pre- 
tension, that is invariably the result of its 
agency. We love it, not more for its beau- 
ty and its amiable characteristics, than for 
its open-hearted, constant, and pure influ- 
ences upon the sister gems so magnificently 
blended in every virtuous mind. Like a 
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fixed star among the luminaries of heaven, 
it dispenses a steady and permanent light, 
unlike the meteor's momentary dazzling 
rays, — constant, brilliant, and pure. Nor 
IS it like the fiery, evanescent glare of the 
comet, astonishing the beholder for a mo- 
ment, and then Vanishing in nihility. It is 
the perennial flower of Virtue, the unfad- 
ing beauty of Paradise. It gives to Hope 
its assurance, to Virtue her good name, to 
the mind an unfading charm, and to the 
world a gem of light Such is Fidelity ; 
and let us, dear reader, if you please, notice 
some of its beautiful and valuable charac- 
teristics. 

1. Fidelity in business is our only guar- 
anty of prosperity in any enterprise in 
which we may Ib^ engaged. The mechanic 
or professional man must be faithful to ev- 
ery trust and confidence reposed in him by 
his patrons, or he will soon lose their es- 
teem, and they will not trust him. Even 
one broken promise is at all times fruitful 
with deleterious consequences; and when 
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the confidence of our employers is once lost 
it is very hard indeed to regain it. Those 
who are not faithful to their patrons cannot 
justly expect a continuance of their patron- 
age. (The word of promise should ever be 
held as sacred, and no consideration should 
cause us to prove unfaithful to that promise 
while we are able to perform itjjj^and if, 
from any intervening cause, we find we 
shall be unable to fulfil our engagements, 
we should, if possible, acquaint our patron 
of the facts in the case, that he may avail 
himself of the advantage of employing oth- 
ers to execute his work, that he be not 
disappointed also. But, so far as we are able, 
we should never fail to fulfil our engagement 
at the appointed time ; for by so doing we 
shall find ourselves blessed in the full con- 
fidence of our friends, and thus we shall 
prosper in whatever business we may be 
engaged. Prosperity in business follows 
fidelity, and we cannot consistently antici- 
pate the former, unless the latter gives the 
assurance. 
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2. Fidelity in Friendship, Fidelity 
is the seal that shows the real value of 
all pretensions to Friendship; since the 
latter is but an empty chimera ; — a mere 
ignis faiuus ; — a simulation ; — a " great 
sound signifying nothing", unless the former 
is present to unfold to us the true picture 
of beauty, instead of the evanescent ideal. 
What, indeed, are all pretensions to the 
title of friend, unless faithfulness gives 
character to such a cognomen? Empty 
dreams*; — idle speculations ; — unsound 
simulations, without even the shadow of a 
reality existing. True Friendship is al- ( 
ways faithful to its trust, whether in pros- > 
perity or adversity ; — in sorrow or in joy ; [ 
— at home or abroad ; — in life or in death, ^ 
it is ever the same. And it is Fidelity that ^ 
is the only true criterion in the case, under i 
every variety of circumstances that friends 
can possibly be situated. Whenever you | 
find a professed friend unfaithful to you, - 
even in the least particular confidence, you 
can do no less than distrust him for your 



94 THE lady's pbesekt. 

^wn safety^ unless he shall show to your 
(satisfaction that he was not blamable, and 
( that he was compelled by circumstances to 
Jact otherwise than according to the true 
( standsurd of Fidelity. Where such is the 
case, we should throw the mantle of charity 
over his faults, so far as extenuating cir- 
cumstances well authenticated shall warrant 
such a course. But we should never suffer 
prejudice in his favor, from prepossessed 
opinions, to cause us to relinquish our claim 
to the standard of Fidelity. We can never 
experience the real value of true Friend- 
ship, where this security is wanting ; nor 
^ can we even hope for lasting good in any 
association of mind with mind, or soul with 
soul, unless Fidelity stamps indelibly its 
seal upon the results of thought and action^ 
and proclaims to us that Virtue recognizes 
the union, and binds it with her own man- 
date to her sacred shrine as a token for 
good. Fidelity is nearly allied to Veracity, 
and her agency is nearly the same ; permit 
us then to give a few lines from one of Na- 
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tore's own minstrels, ia this place, and stnve 
to profit by the precept SQ freelj a^d £uth* 
fullj given: 

*^ Be Truth thy guide in every act and thought, 
Assisted by a well enlightened mind ; 
Then, thoush the face of Nature b^ o'ercast, 
Though rushing storms and howling winds arise, 
Thine inward calm shall mock the angry blast, 
And mental sunshine gild the frowning skies. 
Be Truth thy guide 'till life's short day is done, 
Its joys and sorrows past, and Hearen is won/' 

Yes, let Fidelity be the pole-star to ^irecH 
the magnet of your mind in Friendship, 
and steer your coarse by that excellent 
guide and you need never fear the result; 
lor it will direct you to the desired haven, 
and you may defy all requisitions for a soul 
quarantine, ere you are admitted to the 
port of Friendship's blessings and of Fi- 
delity's consummation, where she receives 
her reward. Be faithful in Friendship, or 
you will at last be judged uni^orthy to bear 
the mantle of Virtue, and she will present 
your soul stained with the blackness of 
infidelity, and unworthy of her commendu^ 
tion. 
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3. Mdelity in Love, How potent the 
agency of Affection! How tenderly, yet 
with what magnificent tones it vibrates upon 
the heart-strings, causing every passion, 
however deep and fervent, to recognize its 
agency and ' to acquiesce in its hallowed 
requisitions. Yet even this excellent gem 
in the crown of intellectual beauty, owes its 
superior lustre to the benign agency of 
Fidelity ; and without this agency, it is be- 
reft of its chief ornament, and is left as a 
withered plant in a strange soil. There is 
no beauty in any pretension to affection, 
unless fidelity is the safeguard and guaran- 
ty for the accomplishment of every pledge 
of the heart offered by this agency. Affec- 
tion, when it reposes its trust and implicit 
confidence in any other seal than this, al- 
most invariably becomes the dupe of artifice 
and the victim of evil and designing minds. 
Thus it loses its beautiful garment ; — the 
gift of Virtue, — and must bear upon the 
heart a curse entailed as the punishment of 
neglect in distinguishing between the only 
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trae criteria of judgment, — fidelitj and 
simulation. We should be especiallj cau- 
tious in the affairs of the heart ; — those 
affidrs upon which our future life, for hap- 
piness or misery, depends ; — that we make 
Fidelity the test for our decision in all cases 
that interest us, relative to this important 
movement; for, unless we do, we shall 
find ourselves disappointed in the result, 
and our fondest hopes fpr future good will 
end in nihility. The brilliant gem of true 
affection can never be recognized as worthy 
of our confidence unless we have the guar- 
anty of Fidelity to attest its value. In- 
deed, without this, we have no assurance 
upon which we can depend ; for if we rest 
our fondest hopes upon mere pretensions, 
we shaU most certainly fail of securing our 
best interests. Affection is a name too 
pure and holy to be trified with ; and Fi- 
delity offers the only security against fraud 
and concupiscence ! If there is any one 
beauty of the soul that depends upon Fidel- 
ity for its lustre, its loveliness, and its value. 



98 THE lady's PBfiSENT. 

it 18 Affection ; for, unless the heart can 
reoogntze fidelity in its security, it is never 
safe, in the storm of passion especialiy ; 
nor can we trust any influence that may be 
furesented to operate upon our minds, until 
we are sure that Fidelity is the redeeming 
principle of the agency exerted. Fidelity 
is never more beautiful and lovely than 
when it shines in the gem of Affection and 
finds its repose and security upon the bosom 
of Virtue. Then it shines as a gem from 
Heaven ; — then it opens to the soul new 
fountains of light and felicity, and we rec- 
ognise with exalted pleasure and satisfaction 
a pure gem, untarnished in its brilliancy, 
and eternal in excellence. Such is fidelity 
in affection, — ever the same, — operating 
for our good, — dispensing joy to the soul, 
and presenting the ever- welcome assurance 
that all will be well with the heart in re- 
ciprocal union. 

VTe have thus, dear Reader, noticed the 
influence of Fidelity, in business, friendship, 
and in love ; and we might extend our re* 
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XBArks to lUmost anj ultimatum ; but, lest we 
woarj your patience in following our hum- 
ble pen, we will hasten to close our remarks 
upon the subject under ooosideration, how* 
ever important it maj seem to us* We could 
write a volume, in praise of this one attri- 
bute of the virtuous mind, and at its end 
still find some new excellence to notice ; for 
U is a prolific subject, and its true value can 
be duly appreciated, only by those who have 
£>und at the sacred shrine of virtue, true wis- 
dom. Among this class, I trust my readers 
will ever be found ; for at that shrine alone 
can we receive fresh beauties day by day, 
and we need never fear that their succes- 
sion will end, for virtue has an unbounded 
store of excellencies, and we may drink 
from her perennial fount continually, and 
still leave an abundance for future gratifi- 
cation. 

FideUty is ever a favorite of virtue : she 
received herself from the lumd of the Cre- 
ator of the universe this gl<»rious seal, and 
she ever recognizes that seal, whether in 
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the mind of the king or the be^ar, the no* 
ble or the serf, the high or the lowlj, the 
free or the bondman, the rich or the poor ; 
all are alike judged by this criterion at the 
tribunal of virtue. Sincerity and Fidelity 
are twin sisters, and where the former is 
found in perfection, the latter will invaria- 
bly be present. 

Fidelity dispenses a full radiance of light 
and excellence to every gem of the soul, to 
every attribute of the mind. It opens the 
way to confidence, and thus proves the only 
true criterion upon which to found our de- 
cision in all the affairs of the heart. How 
oflen indeed do we meet simulation, in the 
worst fqrm even that it is ever presented, 
and unless we are able to recognize the 
cloak under which it presents itself, we shall 
most assuredly reap the result of deception, 
and find a curse awaiting our decision, and 
ready to be levied upon us, as the result of 
our negligence in securing a guaranty from 
the brilliant gem of Fidelity! O! how 
many souls are ruined, by the art of those 
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who act QBder the simulation of fidelitjr ! 
The promise of the hypocrite is of no avail ; 
it leads the unsophisticated mind to rely up- 
on the agent, and then after the deed is 
done, vindictive justice speaks, and speaks 
in vain I True, the agent may he fined at 
the tribunal of justice, but where is the 
compensation for the loss <tf the soul's bright- 
est jewel — purity I Where is the bond of 
recompense, for all that the sufferer has 
lost, and can never regain I Fidelity, alone 
can present perfect security, against all in- 
trusions that may be advanced, from those 
whose evil minds are constantly forming 
some sdieme, to injure us, and to prove de- 
trimental to our best interests. Oxerisfa, 
then, dear reader, as a brilliant, and exceed- 
ingly valuable gem of the intellectual crown, 
the noble and excellent gift from Heaven — 
Fidelity. Let the influence of this benign 
and salutary agency, ever actuate you, in 
all the affidrs of life ; and by so doing, 
you never need to fear in relation to any 
eircumstaoce that may seem to implicate 
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yoii : for virtoe points out the way of Right- 
eousness, and jou need not fear when you 
are on her side. f( Let conscience ever guide 
yon in all your actions ; and in faitiifully 
following the instructions of this inward 
monitor, where Virtue directs you, there is 
no danger ; you need not fear, for Virtue 
can keep you safe from harm, if you follow 
her precepts and faithfully obey her man- 
dates. There is a stream that flows from 
the throne of God, that opens the fount of 
Virtue, and from thence sends its healing 
waters to all who will partake of the salva* 
ble nectar, so freely offered to travelled 
upon the pilgrimage journey to Heaven. 
The sweet principle of this stream is Fidel- 
ity ; and its flavor is not evanescent, but 
permanent The life of Fidelity is from 
Eternity to Eternity I It never can change ; 
it is the same ** yesterday, to-day, and for- 
ever" 1 In all the affiiirs of the heart, es- 
pecially, I entreat you to give heed to this 
noble, and excellent representative of vir- 
tue^ and in the way in width «he directs 
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yen, there is no danger, and joa hare the 
assurance of a rich reward. ^^ 

To you, O woman I my sister, — permit 
me to address myself for a moment. Yon 
know the power of passion when it operates 
upon affection, and observation has taught 
you that there is no safety in placing im- 
plicit confidence in any one, where ytn 
cannot discover fidelity, as the crowning 
gem of trae friendship and affection. As 
yon valne your future goody-^your happi- 
ness in life ; and, indeed, all that you hold 
near and dear to your heart, never plaee 
your trust and implicit confidence in any 
one, unless you can discern in his preten- 
sions, and general character, a satisfactory 
guaranty that fidelity has placed her seal 
upon the soul, and then you are safe, and 
may enter into an union for life, and fear 
not the possibility of future evil. Faithful 
love, and faithful friendship offer to the 
soul more permanent enjoyment than can 
be found in the exercise of any other agen- 
^ of the mind; but when the counterfeit 
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is unrecognized, and taken for reality, we 
find the heart left desolate, and the soul 
pining under the weight of disappointed 
hopes ! Let the gem of fidelity find a con- 
spicuous place in your intellectual crown, 
dear Reader, and you shall learn that the 
radiance shed abroad by its illumination 
shall cause to be woven for you a triple 
wreath of happiness, and that you shall ever 
find a smile from virtue, and the approval 
of Heaven, so long as fidelity marks your 
actions, and your rich reward at last will 
be sure! 



CHAPTER Vni. 



AEFECTION. 

" Mightier far 
Thaa strength of nerve or sinew, or the swi^ 
Of magic, potent over sun and star, 
Is LovB, though oft to agony distrest, 
And tho' its £siv'rite seat he feeble woman's breast." 

WOBDSWOBTH. 

Webe it passible to collect all that has 
ever been written in praise of this brilliant 
gem of the soul, — Affection, in one vast 
volume, it would require more time than the 
longest life to read the introduction even ! 
The Poet has exhausted his almost endless 
vocabulary, in searching for endearing titles 
with which to grace this favorite theme, and 
everj flower in the wreath of Song bears 
the odor of Love. And even the less in- 
spired Essayist has been driven to his wif s 
ultimatum, to devise some new and noble 
panegyric^ which he fancied might prove 
acceptable to the goddess of his adoration* 
7 
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And «hall I, a nameless child of Nature, 
presume that I may appear at the shrine of 
Virtue, and offer my simple and unpretend- 
ing addresses to her favorite, Affection, with 
impunity, amid the bright and more favored 
host that from the CastaJian Fount have 
drawn their inspiration; upon whom the 
Muse has conferred a gift suitable, and wor- 
thy to be presented as an offering? My 
kind patron, Nature, bids me persevere. 

Love was bom in Heaven. It claims its 
direct genealogy from the great Creator of 
the Universe. Angels sang its birth, ere 
the world was created. Heaven was first, 
and will be at last, its home. It is an ama- 
ranthine flower, sent to beautify the garden 
of the earth for a season, but at last it will 
be transplanted to its native soil, to flounsh 
in eternity, free from the noxious weeds 
that now hinder its full development. Says 
a late writer, " Love fastens itself by its roots 
in the finite, but aspires to Heaven, and dif- 
fuses joy to every wanderer : it stands in 
the morning dawn of a higher world.'* True 
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Afibction is eternal ! It opens the sacred 
portals of joy to the soul, and unfolds to us 
the true beauty of a celestial exotic. No 
power of earth can destroy the influence of 
pure and fervent affection. Says a favorite 
poet, 

"Love is indestrnctible, 
Its holy flame forever bumethi 
From HeaveD it came, to Heaven retnmeth." 

SOUTHBT. 

Our hearts may reject the influence of 
this heaven-bom agent, but still its virtues 
and its powers will not be the less potent 
upon the hearts of others. Time cannot 
. corrode the chords of true affection, entwined 
around the heart: 

" Say not that time or absence conqners Love 1 
O, no ! believe me, if that love be pure, 
IT based on sense and virtae, 'twill endure 
All trials ; nay, like gold thrice tortured, prove 
The brighter for endurance !" 

When we open our hearts to a conviction 
of the vast and unlimitable importance of 
the Divine agency of this heaven-created, 
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and heaven-ordained prindple, we must 
necessarily draw the faithful picture in 
comparison between our condition in its 
presence, and in its absence. Love is in- 
dependent It comes to us as a free gift, 
and we are left at liberty to choose or refuse 
its influence upon the soul. Hear Joanna 
Bailey : 

" The heart's affection, secret thing, 
Is like the cleft rock's ceaseless spring, 
Which free and independent flows, 
Of Summer rain or Winter snows" 

Yes, we may choose the part of virtue, 
and experience the riches of her brightest 
jewel, affection, as our own ; or, we may 
join the Cynic tribe, and refuse to believe 
there is any redeeming characteristic in 
the mind, save cold and formal philosophy. 
We have the choice ; but your humble au- 
thor still believes, that 

" There are yet flowers in life's wilderness, 
That fling npon the air a sweet peii^me, 
And, with the chain of Eden loyeliness, 
Soothe man's jonmeyings to the quiet tomb." 

Tappaic. 
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Our life is at best a changing pbantas- 
magora ; a scene interspersed with numer- 
ous incidents ; a brief moment on the great 
sea of Eternity ; and even this moment is 
but a changing operation of storms and 
calms ! Morris has well said, 

!" ! what were life, with Love away ; 
Were earth its bonnds, — its limits clay*" 

The pole-star that directs the mariner in 
his course at sea, is not more important to 
him, though he is exposed to all the dan- 
gers of rocks, quicksands, and a lee shore, 
than is affection, the pole-star on the sea of 
life, to every soul aboard the great ship of 
time, bound to eternity ! The soul that 
bears not the anchor of Love, is unfit to 
embark upon the sea of life, and will ulti- 
mately and inevitably be lost, unless Fate 
reverses her mandate ! Says the poet, 

" Ah ! mighty is affection's tie, 
That binds in joy, or grief I" 

and we shall ever find this sentiment to be 
true. Man cannot be truly happy alone ; he 
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ftiust have a congenial spirit as his compan- 
ion : and even if he could be placed in Para- 
dise, free from all sin, and from all liability 
save obedience, he could not there be happy 
alone ! It is not his nature ; and unless some 
association could be found for him, he must 
still be miserable ! Hear one of our sweet- 
est poetesses — 

" But man could never work alone, 

And even in Eden's bowers, 
He pined for woman's smiles, to cheer 

His task of tending flowers ! 
And soon a fair young bride is sought, 

And found, to bless the youth. 
Who gives, for his protecting hand, 

Her heart of love and truth." 

Mrs. Hale. 

In accordance with the foregoing, very many 
quotations might be found to exemplify the 
subject under consideration. One, and one 
only, /rom the pen of a renowned British 
poet, — Campbell, — must suffice in this 
place : 

" 'Till Hymen brought his love-delighted hour, 
There dwelt no joy in Eden's rosy bower ! 
In vain the viewless Seraph lingering there^ 
At starry midnight charmed the silent air ; 
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In vain the wild bird carolled on the steep, 
To hail the sua, slow wheeling from the deep ; 
In vain, to soothe the solitary shade, 
^rial notes, in mingling measures played ; 
The summer wind that shook the spangled tree ; 
The whispering wave, — ^the murmur of me bee ;— ' 
Still slowly passed the melancholy day. 
And still the stranger wist not where to stay. 
The world was sad, — the garden was a wild. 
And man, the hermit, sighed, 'till woman smiled." 

We may hope in vain to find Affection 
in her true beauty among those who have 
never, heretofore, acknowledged the requisi- 
tion-of Virtue'; — and those who will not bow 
at the sacred shrine of Virtue, cannot claim 
that sweet and exalted boon of forgiveness 
that offers to the soul an unfading source of 
joy, in actions right and equitable. Such is 
the part claimed by Affection, and there is 
no security for the faithful performance of 
her mandates, better than that offered by pre- 
tensions to Truth. We hold the gem of 
Affection as sacred; — silbh as should be 
kept inviolate ; and in all the excellencies 
of the soul, in its operations, we wish to find 
Sincerity and Fidelity in their full and true * 
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yigor ; and then we can truly Baj with Sco- 
tia's wild, uncouth, but noble bard, 

**I see die Sire of Love on high, 
And own his woik indeed divine !"•— BumKs . 

Tes, when we find the gem of true Afiec- 
tion bearing the seal of Fidelity as its blest 
assurance, we can never fail to recognize 
an attribute of the virtuous mind bearing 
the. broad stamp of Divinity, as attesting 
its high origin. To the rougher sex, Love 
may seem but the dream of fancy, but to 
woman it is the fountain of life. 

** ! woman's lore ! at times it may 
Seem cold, or clouded, bnt it bums 
With true, nnderiating ray, 
And never from its idol tnms. 
Its snnshine is a smile \ — a frown 
The heavy clond that weighsit down ; 
A tear its weapon is, — beware 
Of woman's tears, — there *s danger there ? 
Its sweetest place on which to rest, 
A constant andfconfiding breast ; 
Its life to meet, — its death to part; — 
Its sepulchre, a broken heart P' — Cbolt. 

Woman*9 Love I The very name of the 
celestial gift ever causes the virtuous heart 
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to beat with the tenderest and most sublime 
emotions. In our infancy this holy fire, in 
the bosom of a mother, causes the affection- 
ate care, — the untiring watchfulness, — the 
anxious solicitude, — and the unwearied 
devotion, that is ever manifested for our 
welfare ; — all of which, none but a tender 
mother can ever know. It is that Love 
that smiles over our infant joys, and weeps 
over our infant sorrows; — that watches 
over us in sickness and in health, by night 
and by day ; — with the same untiring con- 
stancy and arduous zeal. 

A mother's Loye 1 how bright, how strong, how piire> 
The golden chain that wiU fore'er endure ! i 

That through life's joys or ills is still the same, / 
A taper lit by a celestial flame ! .J 

Pure, bright, and holy, in the soul it bums 
Until, with her last breath, it homeward turns 
To Heaven, and leaving, with a tender smile 
Implores rich blessings still upon her child I 

In age, too, when an accumulating weight 
of infirmities is weighing down alike the 
mental and corporeal energies, and man is 
sinking rapidly into the tomb, then woman's 
Love can cheer the hour of pain, and dis- 
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pel the dark and dreary shadows that rest 
upon the soul ; yes, even then, we need the 
tender caresses of affection from woman's 
hand so freely given to lighten our sorrows 
and cheer the pathway to the tomb, by pre- 
senting the flowers of Hope in rich profu- 
sion. 

But Wedded Love, — what more can we 
say on this part of our humble eulogium on 
the beauties of the crown jewel ? Curse 
us not, ye incorrigible, misanthropic, delu- 
ded bachelors; drown us not with your 
garulous, ascetic vituperations, or your 
agonizing, "sour-grape," spiteful maledic- 
tions, 1 ye superannuated maidens ; if 
we presume to dwell upon a theme that 
strikes a dread upon your tortured nerves, 
and causes past reminiscences to rise like 
Banquo's ghost before you, to fill your soul 
with repentance, and strike your unstrung, 
faltering faculties with horror. Hear Tom 
Moore : — 

" There's a bliss beyond all that the minstrel has 
told, 
When two, that are linked in an heavenly tie, 



THE lady's PBESEKT. 115 

With hearts nerer changing, and brows never cold, 
Live on through all ills, and love on till they die ! 
One hour of a passion so sacred, is worth 
Whole ages of heartless and wandering bliss ; 
And O I if there be an Elysium on earth, 
It is this, — it is this !" 

So says the poet, and so say we. If there 
is any truly valuable association in life ; — 
if there is any golden chain that binds us 
to earth, — if there is a chalice filled with 
nectar from Elysian fountains, from which 
all may drink the sweets of Paradise, it is 
that time and faithful Lore that unites con- 
genial spirits in a sweet and sacred union, 
indissoluble save hy the cold hand of death. 
O! were it not for true aflfection, earth 
would indeed be dreary. 

"But happy they! the happiest of their kind! 
Whom gentle stars unite, and in one fate 
Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings blend." 

Thomson. 

Yes, happy indeed are they who can enjoy 
the blest association that permits perfect and 
unlimited confidence, and never fear that the 
hear'ts brightest jewel will suffer detriment 
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by being crushed by the fell weight of false- 
hood and deceit. How blest indeed, when . 
the soul is bowed down by deep sorrow, — 
when affliction triumphs over us ; — when 
the dark frown of dire adversity shuts out 
every ray from the beacon of Hope ; — 
when sickness conges us with its manifold 
variety of evils, and when the grim mon- 
ster is feeling for our heartstrings ; — how 
blest indeed, we say, at such an hour to find 
-a true friend, a bosom companion, like an 
angel of mercy sent down, from the regions 
of light, in woman. She can minister to 
our many wants with a tenderness and 
faithfulness unknown to those whose acts 
are not prompted by true and devoted af- 
fection. She alone can cheer us, and her 
soft hand can wipe even the cold death- 
sweat from our brow, and move us without 
giving us pain. Let her smooth our dying 
pillow and close our eyes at last 

" 1 wedded Love I how beandiiil, 
How pure a thing thon art; 
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Whose inflaence, even in death, can rule, 
And triumph o'er the heart ! 
Can cheer life's roughest walks, and shed 
A holy light around the dead 1" — Coubibs. 

But let us reverse the picture. When 
prosperity smiles upon us ; — when friends 
are around us, to cheer us by the associa- 
tions of a social circle ; — when health 
causes our pulse to bound with animation; 
— when there is no storm upon the sea of 
life, and we sail on in a sweet and hallowed 
spell, as it were ; — then how sweet, how 
pleasant to have a kindred spirit, a congen- 
ial soul near us, to share our joys as well 
as our sorrows in adversity ! The happiness 
of Home is made perfect only by the pres- 
ence of a loved one, to meet us when we 
return, weary and care-worn, from the labors 
of the day, and to welcome us with a smile. 
The melody of her sweet voice can dispel 
the last remnant of care and sorrow from 
our minds, and cause us to enjoy all the 
real happiness that we can desire. Such is 
wedded love when based upon the only true 
and sure foundation, — Sincerity and Vir- 
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tue. And upon this foundation alone, can 
we hope to find the true seal of Affection ; 
— all other pretensions are but dissembling 
similitudes, and base counterfeits of the 
true gem. 

Such is the hallowed spell that binds 
In union sweet congenial minds ; 
Such is the influence that imparts 
A halo bright, to crown the heart. 
O I let Affection constant, pure, 
A place within thy heart secure ; 
And know tlie gem to mortals given. 
Will rise above and shine in Heaven ! 

In taking a retrospective view of what 
we have written on this subject, we remark : 

1. That the counterfeit of Affection is a 
source of incalculable evil. Curses on the 
sordid, fiendish heart, that w^ill gain the love 
of fair, unsuspecting woman, and then leave 
her to reap the bitter fruits of disappointment, 
in heart-broken misery, and grief, like the 
fair flower, shorn of its beauty and loveliness 
by the sudden blast of the tempest, and left 
to wither and to die ! The fiend in human 
shape alone is capable of committing such 
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a deed. And jet how often is it done in this 
false age. Well might Cowper say, 

" Oh 1 innocent, compared with arts like these 
Crape, and cock'd pistol, and the whistling ball 
Sent though the traveller's temples ! " — The Task. 

Beware then, of the counterfeit of Affection, 
or you will deeply repent your confidence 
in bitter tears, when it is too late! your love 
will be turned to bitter hatred, or pining sor- 
row, and the gay, deceitful object of your 
adoration, will mingle with other beauties, 
to take them in the same snare, and ruin 
them ! 



** Beware the oomiterfeit ; in passions flame 
Hearts melt ; but melt like ice, soon harder froze." 

YOUKG. 



2. Let Love be ever founded on Reason. 
There are, not unfrequently, existing cir- 
cumstances, which should forbid you to cher- 
ish the passion of Love ; these it is unne- 
cessary to name, save one, immorality in 
the character of the suitor ; when this is the 
case, beware how you trust your future hap- 
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piness, even on a promise of reformation ! 
The union is for life, and, says the Author 
above quoted, 

" Trae love strikes root in reason." 

3. Let virtue guide you, in the choice of 
a bosom companion. She will direct you 
aright, if you follow her precepts, and you 
will never have reason to regret having 
trusted to her decisions. She will set her 
seal to your nuptial compact, and insure 
you a full realization of your fondest hopes 
and your most ardent desires. Her smile 
will bring you prosperity and happiness, and 
insure to you, and yours, a never failing 
stream of joy and love from her elysium. 

Yes, virtue can to yon secure 
Blessings that ever will endure ; 
O ! listen to her siren voice, 
. And on her precepts fix your choice ! 

4. Be faithful to the heart that reposes in 
you its confidence. Yes, as you hope to find 
the gem of fidelity reciprocated, ever let 
your affections, when once fixed upon anob- 
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iect^ be unaltered bj time or absence ! Be 
not in haste to pledge your heart, and your 
hand, to any one ; but when you have thus 
given your promise, never let it be broken, 
as you value the best interests of your fu- 
tu re life! Remember that constant, unchang- 
ing, faithful affection, wears the Crown. 

Such is the " G«iii " that virtiie giyes, 
To grace a " Crown " that ever lives ; 
A light, that in the heart will shine, 
And prove its radiance divine. 
O ! let this Gem forever be 
Sacred to virtue, and to tiiee ! 



CHAPTER IX. 



PEB8EVXRANCS. 

There is a way t'insure success, 
Pursue it, and you need not fear ! 
Put on Industry's humble ^dress, 
Go forward then, and Persevere I 

The most beautiful and valuable gems of 
the mental Crown, are comparatively in- 
significant, unless they continue to shine, and 
to exert their influence in beautifying the 
character, and in showing forth bj their 
increasing brilliancy, their permanent value 
as real ornaments. Perseverance, though 
perhaps a less brilliant attribute of the mind, 
is yet nevertheless as truly valuable, and 
important, as any of its sister beauties, in 
point of real excellence. It gives a per- 
manence and real value to all other excel- 
lent properties of the mind, and is, in itself, 
a gem of rare magnificence and loveliness. 
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Like the sun, it shines bj its own light, and at 
the same time, lends its superabundant rays 
to beautify and enlighten every other orb 
in the mental horizon. And though it dis- 
penses its light to all, in rich profusion, still 
it suffers no loss, or del^riment, but rather in- 
creases in brilliancy in its continued agen- 
cy. It is second in rank to no other beauty 
of the mind in point of real value, and im- 
portance, though perhaps others may shine 
with a more dazzling brilliancy for a season. 
Still in point of real excellence, perseverance 
stands unrivalled. 

Other faculties of the mind may plan, but 
perseverance must execute ; others may lay 
out the work, but this must perform it ; oth- 
ers may lay the foundation, but this must 
build the superstructure. Perseverance is 
to the mind, what the mainspring is to a 
watch, the bellows to an organ, the spring 
to the fountain, or vitality to matter. It is 
the continual moving power. There never 
was, and never will be, any great and 
important work, or enterprise fully carried 
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out, and completed, but by the aid of this 
important propelling power of the mind; 
and it is utterly impossible for us to make any 
proficiency or advancement in any object 
which we may undertake, unless persevere 
anceismade the Archimidean lever in the 
work. This gives the impetus and causes 
all other powers to act in unison, in the ac- 
complishment of the object It is the most 
powerful, and effectual agent of the mind, 
and where it operates in full vigor, it will 
accomplish much, though the other faculties 
be comparatively weak. However slow and 
tedious may be the progression and labor, 
resulting from unwearied exertions, still ul- 
timately it is accomplished, and the work 
is completed, if perseverance continues to 
act Indeed, perseverance is the only surety 
of the accomplishment of any enterprise ; 
for without it we may labor industriously 
for a season, but still, the object, however 
laudable, and important, will never be fully 
aCQompliflhed. Let us then, dear reader, pro*- 
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ceed to notice this important agent, and see 
if we find it truly valuable. 

To what cause, more perhaps than any 
other, are we indebted for our National In- 
dependence ? Perseverance, we answer; 
think, and tell us if it is not so. What caused 
Columbus to discover America ? persever* 
ance. How was the first voyage around the 
world accomplished ? by perseverance. How 
did Newton discover the important laws of 
Gravitation ? by perseverance. How did 
Harvey discover the circulation of the blood? 
by perseverance. Indeed how has every 
important discovery, and invention of so much 
consequence to the world, been made ? you 
answer, by perseverance ! If then to this 
agent we are indebted for so many great and 
lasting benefits to mankind, to what source 
but this can we look in future, for all improve- 
ments, and the accomplishment of every no- 
ble, knd important work ? If perseverance 
has done so much for the world in times 
past, what can it not do in future ? Genius is 
of no importance, unless its powers are 
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brought out by this agency : it is a mere me- 
teor, flashing for a moment, and then lost 
forever. But perseverance enables the most 
humble mind in point of intellectual powers 
to rise and pluck a branch from the Laurel, 
to drink deep from the fount of Parnassus, 
and inscribe its honors high on the temple of 
fame ! There is no height so awful and sub* 
blime, in point of intellectual excellence, but 
it may be reached through the agency of per- 
severance ; nor need even the most humble 
soul ever despair of reaching a high point 
of merit and honor, if in that soul perse- 
verance be found as a jewel ! 

A good Education is invariably the result 
of perseverance. No man was ever educat- 
ed in a day, a month, or a year ; far from it. 
A life time is too short for the fuUdevelope- 
ment of all the faculties of the mind, and 
our Education can only be finished in 
Eternity I As well may the bee hope to 
gain her winter store, by one flight through 
a garden ; as well may the architect hope 
to rear the splendid mansion by one stroke 
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of the hammer ; as well may the coral reef 
be made in a moment ; as for man to gain 
an education in a year ! The most learned 
as well as the infant can receive but one 
idea at a time ! and that idea even, may 
be a false one, which, if it is treasured in the 
mind, must be expelled before the man can 
be educated in the point to which it relates ! 
Perseverance alone can ever lay the true 
foundation of real knowledge ; but as contin- 
ued droppings of water will wear the flinty 
rock, in time, so perseverance in industry 
will eventually open the gates of knowledge 
to the mind. Therefore, hope not to gain a 
good education, without constant toil and 
perseverance, for this is the key to knowledge- 
There is nothing truly valuable obtained by 
indolence, and ease ; nor can we hope to 
secure those gems of knowledge which spar- 
kle with such fervent brilliancy in the well 
cultivated intellect, unless we labor hard, 
and unremittingly to possess them ; but we 
can gain them, and set them as gems of beau- 
ty, and excellence in our own mental Crown. 
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YeSy perseTerance will enable us to readi 
the bidden mine, and to secure as our own 
those rich and rare beauties which we ad- 
mire in others. 

In all the plans and operations of the virtu- 
ous mind, we observe, perseverance is of the 
utmost importance ; since those actions which 
spring from such a source are of so much 
consequence to humanity. Thus in works of 
Benevolence, the mind that can plan should 
also be able to execute ; and this requires 
the agency of perseverance. How noble 
and soul elevating the results of Missions, 
Temperance, Bible, and Tract associations, 
and indeed all the public enterprises of the 
day ! and yet these truly excellent results are 
but the consequences of perseverance ! In- 
deed, all great improvements, in all the de- 
partments of Art, Science, and civilised life, 
are the results of this noble agency. Shall we 
Bay then, that perseverance is unimportant 
as an attribute of the mind — as the main- 
spring of character ? Shall we say it is a gem 
of the intellectual crown that can be dispensed 



THE lady's present. 129 

withy aad yet without detriment to the men- 
tal organization ? Judge je, dear Header. 
But this noble characteristic shines no less 
conspicuously, and no less brilliantlj in the 
mind of woman, than in the rougher sex, 
and we often find its influence exerted by 
the fair to promote objects equally impor- 
tant with theirs. We might instance many 
important operations carried on solely by 
woman, conducive to the good of Humanity, 
through perseverance, but it is unnecessary. 
This gem of the Crown, beautifies and pol- 
ishes every mind where its agency is exert- 
ed, and let it ever be considered worthy of 
regard, for its fruitful rays illuminate eve- 
ry part of Creation, and show forth its work. 
Despair not, O ! fair Header, of cultivating 
your own mind, and bringing it to the high- 
est point of excellence ; for perseverance 
will enable you to plant every rich and beau- 
tiful exotic of fair virtue, in the immortal gar- 
den of your soul. Cherish this noble and 
truly Worthy attribute, as one of the greatest 
value. Persever^ce will enable you to be- 
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come well educated, and to add to your mind 
every noble accomplishment that can adorn 
the Female Character. Let virtue guide you 
in the ways of true wisdom, and she will 
ever delight to bestow upon you every val- 
uable grace, and every rare excellence. 
Whatever may be your station or circum- 
stances in life, look upward to the shrine of 
virtue for direction, and by perseverance in 
her mandates you shall not fail of securing 
her richest blessings. To all, these pre- 
cepts are equally important, but we are 
writing more particularly for you. Dare to 
be wise : be sure you are right at first ; and 
then persevere, and you will not fail of secur- 
ing happiness to yourself, and of proving em- 
inently useful to the world. 

Press on, O noble soul, and find 
, Fair virtue's gems to crown thy mind ; 
A wreath unfading thou canst gain, 
And find thy time not spent in vain. 
O ! seek those flowers whose rich perfume 
Is kept by an immortal bloom ; 
The path is plain — it centres here, 
Seek Wisdom's ways, and Persevere ! 



CHAPTER X. 



HimLITT. 

How beantifnl, 
How lovely is that radiant gem of light, 
That shrinks from ev'ry burst of loud applause, 
But is content within the heart to shine, 
And grace by its effulgence, modest icorth ! 
'T is called Humility. 

With a light as pure, constant, and un- 
deviating as a fixed star in the firmament 
of heaven, shines the star of Humility in 
the mental horizon. It does not twinkle, 
like many others, in momentary and fading 
brilliancy, it is true ; nor does it bear the 
fiery hue oiMars; but its light is permanent 
— ever the same, — rendered transcend- 
antlj lovely by the purity of its radiance, 
alid the enchanting beauty, and grace of its 
appearance. Unobtrusive, and unpretend- 
ing, it shrinks from a prominent place 
among the blazing host of lights so con- 
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spicuous, witli which the intellectual heav- 
ens glow in splendor and magnificence, and 
is content to shine in the most remote loca- 
tion, and to yield its lasting radiance where 
the light of others of the bright host fail to 
penetrate. Yet, it is fievertheless equally 
beautiful, and equally valuable with them, 
to the world which they are to enlighten. 
Its light causes the beholder to feel its 
worth, and to gaze in admiration upon those 
beauties which follow in its rich halo. We 
ever love its appearantee, and it cannot be 
eclipsed even by the most brilliant rays of 
any other luminary that graces the intellec- 
tual heavens. 

But, from the flight of fancy and meta- 
phor, let us consider this beautiful gem of 
the cr{yum,a& an attribute of the mind ; and 
we shall assuredly find that there is no 
property in the human intellect that can 
gain our admiration more forcibly, than 
this. Humility is ever 'unobtrusive in its 
appearance, and our prepossessions are in 
its favor. Modest, unassuming, and retiring. 
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yet ever dignified in its appearance, it pre- 
sents to the beholder one of the richest 
gems, with which virtue is ever pleased to 
crown the votaries at her shrine. It lives, 
not in the gale of passion, nor in the boast- 
ing spirit ; but in the quiet retirement of the 
soul, protected by virtue, it shines with all 
the brilliancy of a celestial flame. Its an- 
tagonist is pride, and where the one exists, 
the other is never found. It ever appears 
clothed in the simple, yet magnificent garb 
of truth ; and while the one is loved, the 
other will be loved also. 



Its light is purity ; it shines 
With influence ever sweet, benign, 
To cheer the heart that virtue sways, 
With rich undeviating rays. 

It shuns the uncongenial breast, 
In the proud heart, it never rests ; 
Pure as itself that soul must be, 
That would enjoy Humility ! 

' Tis never known to give offence. 
It loves the part of innocence ; 
O ! may my soul, where'er I be. 
Enjoy thy smiles, " Humility. 
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'T 18 not in the throng, or the convivial 
ciccle, tb<^ humiiitj is found ; £ftr from it ; 
she ever loves retirement, and that sweet 
solitude, so dear to the child of Nature, is 
ever welcome to her. She makes no pre- 
tensions to exalted merit, but is content to 
shine in beauty, in the most care-worn heart. 
Her home is ever among the votaries of 
virtue, and she is the grace, and ornament, 
of frail humanity. Far from the palace of 
the noble, and aristocrat, she prefers to 
dwell within the thatched cottage of the 
peasant, and in the abodes of the poor. 
Meek and lowlj herself, she seeks congenial 
associations, and bestows her presence and 
her blessing upon those who seek her face. 
She smiles upon the guileless and innocent, 
and presents her sweetest charms to trtie 
ptety, and moral worth. Wherever virtue 
dwells, there is her home ; — for she is one 
of virtue's dearest agents in ornamenting her 
garden of immortal f owers. We can never 
fail to recognize humility, for she possesses 
characteristics which are found in no other 
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beauty of the mind. Plain, open, and un- 
ostentatious, she captivates our attention 
wherever she appears, and is sure to gain 
our admiration, whether we possess her 
character, or not We ever love her ap- 
pearance, for she presents nothing that can 
offend, and, on the reverse, is ever pleasing 
and winning in her ways. She brings us 
rich promises of future good, if we will open 
our hearts to her instructions, and accept 
her presence as a gem of beauty in the 
crown of our minds. She bestows her 
&vors alike on all, with an impartial hand, 
if they will put on her simple attire, and 
become her favorites. Instead of prostrat- 
ing she elevates the soul, and fills the coffers 
of the heart with rich treasures. Humility 
confers upon its possessor, ornaments more 
valuable than royal regalia, or costly splen- 
dor, — richer than the gems of Golconda, 
— purer than the gold of Ophir. Her 
beauties are unfading, permanent, rich and 
rare. Her simple garb is the one chosen 
by Sympathy and Benevolence, in their 



136 THE lady's pbeseht. 

mission of lore, and she ever aecompfmies 
them in their divine work. She offers her 
aid in every noble, and magnanimous enter- 
prise, and you will find her, or traces of her 
presence, in all the deeds of virtue. 

She wears a foim of light, and love, . 
Sach as belongs to courts above, 
And to the soul rich nectar brings, 
Sweeter than from Castalian springs. 
Her gifts are free to all, who come 
And offer in their heart, a home 
Where she may dwell in peace, secure, 
And light a lamp that will endure ! 

Virtue herself wears the same robe which 
she has given to her favorite, — Humility, 
— thereby testing her approbation of the 
mission of the heaven-bom visitant Indeed 
humility comes to us recommended by the 
highest authority in the universe! And 
shall we rcgect her charms, and thereby 
lose that grace promised to the humble in 
the Word of Inspiration ? 

" Wherefore should man, frail child of clay, 
Who from the cradle, to the shroud, 
Is but the insect of a day, — 
O ! why should mortal man, be proud ? ** 
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There is no beantifier of theymofe cAar- 
cuftor, like humility. It sheds a lustre over 
all her charms, and gives grace to every 
truly rare accomplishment. It makes beauty 
more lovely, and polishes every feature 
with ^ a glow of exquisite peffection. It 
moulds the soul into the freshjind lasting 
exuberance of virtue, and renders the mind 
transcendandy brilliant It is a gem of 
rare excellence indeed in the female mind ; 
one whose rays illuminate the heart It 
presents in their character, never-failing 
objects of our admiration and our aifection : 
for even those who cannot themselves boast 
of this accomplishment, ever love its ap- 
pearance, and cannot fail to recognize its 
worth. Put on then, O! fair friend, the 
eomely robe of Humility. Never do your 
sex appear more beautiful and lovely, than 
when wearing this unstained and humble 
garment Dress ike mind with the spotless 
robe of humility, if you would be beloved 
by the votaries of virtue. Every grace, and 
every accomplishment, derive their lustre 
9 
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firom virtue ; aiid hamiiitj is the distrihaar 
of the rich jewels with which virtue ever 
delights to adorn her favorites. 

Think not to find trae loTeliness 
In the yain show of outward dress 1 
The mind adorned, will ever prove 
The object of our highest love. 
Adorn the mind with ev'ry grace, 
And fear not for the form or face ; 
This, this aJone will erer be 
Lovely, where dwells Humility. 

Let humilitj attend you, fair friend^ 
wherever you go. Let her beautiful gar- 
ment ever grace jour character unstained, 
and uncontaminated, if you would wish for 
peace and lasting happiness. Virtue ever 
loves the humble soul, that follows her ways 
in sincerity, and will shower upon it her 
gifts in rich profusion; while she ever 
despises the proud, and haughty spirit, and 
reserves her favors for those more worthy. 
If you would be approved by virtue, follow 
her. 

She will the humble soul, confess 
Her own, and e'er delight to bless ; 
And, by her kind, protecting care, 
Keep innocence from evezy snare ! 
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Be hiimble, if you wish to secare the 
blessings of Heaven. There is no promise 
that the proud and hanghtj will enjoj those 
rich and lasting blessings so freely offered 
to the humble, and contrite spirit Let 
humility ever shine as a rich and noble 
gem in the crown of the mind, and you 
shall experience those emotions of bliss, 
and true enjoyment, which are known alone 
to the humble and virtuous souL 

Be this thy choice^ — in Virtue's way 
To walk, while thou on earth shalt stay ; 
I«et her rich beauties crown thy mind, 
And all her blessings thou shalt find. 
Let Wisdom ever he thy guide, 
Ajid in her counsels e'er abide ; 
And let thy heart foreyer be 
The seat of pure Humility. 



CHAPTBEXL 



CAunotrsmsss. 

A faithful sentinel, to gnard 

The mental gems, fair Caution stands ; 

And finds her bountiful reward, 

Safe, and secure in virtue's hands. 

Eternal vigils she doth keep. 

Lest some dread foe the soul surprise ; 

She has no need of rest, or sleep. 

For Conscience gives her rest, and eyes 1 

This beautiful gem of the intellectual 
crown, is doublj valuable and exceedingly 
important ; since it not onlj is possessed of 
rich and rare beauties in itself, but it serves 
as a guard over all the others, to keep them 
from detriment. Like the signal gun, it 
gives the alarm when danger is near, that 
all attacks of the enemj, whatever it be, 
maj be repelled, and that the sacred Tem- 
ple of the mind maj not suffer harm, or be 
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rifled of anj of its valaable ornaments. 
There are many foes to mental excellence, 
that stand readj when the guard is not 
vigilant, to overthrow, if possible, and at 
least, to injure the immortal fabric of the 
mind, and prove its ruin. The passions, 
are perhaps the most deadl j foes to the 
welfare of the mind when unrestrained, and 
unless they are guarded with the strictest 
vigilance, ever prove detrimental to the 
welfare of the respository of the soul's crown 
jewels. Such a guard then is absolutely 
necessary to the preservation of the beau- 
ties of the mind. 

Cautiousness secures the mind from very 
many evils to which it is ever exposed, and 
wil!hout the presence of this excellent attri- 
bute, none of the gems of the intellectual 
diadem would be safe from danger. No ! 
were it not for the presence of this faithful 
guard, and monitor, aided by conscience as 
its lawgiver, the soul would be inevitably, 
and eternally lost ! If cautiousness does 
not shine with that vivid effulgence that 
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characterizes some otber atUibutes of the 
mind, it is perhaps as important as anj one 
of them ; for it not only shines bj its own 
light, and takes care of itself, but it guards 
them, and relieves them from danger. This 
divine attribute is of the utmost importance 
to the welfare of every individual, and, 
throwing aside metaphorical language, let 
us proceed to notice it as an attribute of 
character. Every well-balanced mind pos- 
sesses to a greater or less degree, this char* 
acteristic ; and a brain destitute of the 
phrenological developement which is, the 
subject of our remarks at present, to a full 
degree, would be considered by every prac- 
tical phrenologist, as wanting an important 
organ ; and the inference would natunily 
be, that the individual would be likely to 
run headlong into error of every kind, and 
to act to his own injury, and to the detri- 
ment of others : to rush on, heedless, and 
careless, regardless of consequences, until 
finally ruin would overtake him, and prove 
his destruction, temporal and etemaL Such 
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indeed, are the legitimate consequences of 
incautiousnessy and we cannot but deplore 
the many results which we see from daj to 
day from this cause, and to this alone 
attributable. 

Gaubiaitsnesi resists Temptation. How 
many times, every day, do we meet with 
temptations, in every variety of forms, and 
in all circumstances, which, if they are not 
resisted, will lead us from the path of true 
rectitude, and prove our ruin ! And often, 
these temptations are offered under such a 
plausible guise, that unless we are ex- 
tremely cautious, we shall be deceived, and 
our ruin thus accomplished. But cautious- 
ness, ever on the alert, teaches, and admon- 
ishes us, to shun even the ^ appearance of 
evil," and if we follow her dictates, we 
shall escape those deplorable consequences, 
which would be the inevitable result of 
complying, when tempted to do wrong. 
We are, by this excellent characteristie, 
enabled to resist temptation, and thereby 
save ourselves from imposition. 
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Temptation is the subtle bait 
That Satan nses, to allnre ; 
Chice cannot., we may deplore oar ibte. 
But cannot innocence secure ! 
But caution teaches us to shun 
The Iktal net by Satan spread ; 
That when the victory is won, 
Immortal joys may crown our Head ! 

Let eautiousness, then, erer direct jov, 
when tempted to sin ; for she will conasei 
you for your good. In resisting the temp- 
tations of your mortal foe, you will eeeure 
yourself against fuither evil, and in Tan- 
quishing the tempter, you will achieve a 
noble victory over a powerful enemy. Thus 
cantiottsneas proves itself a vahiable aid in 
this respect. 

M ii neee$9tury in ike affmrs of Life^ la 
all our daily business affairs, we find cau- 
tion to be extremdy necessary. Many are 
the ruinous speculations, and enterprise% 
into which the incautious, and careless en- 
ter, and they see their folly, only when it is 
too late to repent I Cautiousness enables 
us to weigh well all the circumstances be- 
fore we eommenoe operations ; and hj ao 
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doing we shall not be subject to disappoint* 
ment in the success, and accomplishment of 
oar object It is to be regretted, that so 
many, eyen among business men, should 
take so little heed to the instructions of 
eaution, and seldom, or never, consult her 
oracles. The result is, ruinous failures in 
business, by which, not only themselves, but 
many more, must necessarily become suf- 
ferers. Indeed, cautiousness is as impor- 
tant to the business man as is the compass to 
him who ploughs the waves of old Ocean, 
in calms and tempests. 

It is neeeuixry to HeciUh. Erery one is 
aware that the violation of a physical law, is 
punished by disease ; and we cannot exer- 
cise too much caution against exposing our- 
selves to inclemencies of weather, and con- 
tagious influences, as we value health, and 
consequent happiness. Caution teaches us 
to avoid all those influences favorable to the 
germination of disease ; yet how many of 
the fairest daughters of New-£ngland, an- 
nually die with consumption, — that enemy 
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to beauty and loveliness, from incaution in 
the first place, in not avoiding exposure 1 
Damp feet, late hours, evening air, thin 
dresses, and tight lacing, they consider un- 
important, but cautiousness teaches them to 
avoid such deadly agents, as they would the 
Simoom of the desert ! 

CatUiatuness prevents Deception. In this 
cold-hearte<l, selfish, and unfriendly world, 
how many are the methods which deception 
puts in requisition to injure us, and destroy 
our happiness ! And her machinations can 
in no way be so effectually forestalled and 
resisted, as by continued cautiousness. Es- 
pecially in Friendship, and Love, are we 
exceedingly liable to be deceived, and this 
Is the very worst form, so far as relates to 
external relations, in which hypocrisy can 
present itself. The simulation here may 
be so exact, and so life-like, as to render it 
almost impossible, to any accurate degree* 
to judge between trut^ and falsehood ; but 
cautiousness gives us the best criterion, 
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gince it gives ns time to weigh carefallj, 
and candidlj, every circumstance, favorable 
or otherwise. How deleterious the results 
of deception, almost invariably, ^here the 
heart is concerned I Deception under any 
form is bad enough, but where it affects our 
vital interests, oar future peace, and happi- 
ness, the results are indeed deplorable! 
But Cautiousness, when faithfully kept on 
the alert, is our surest safeguard, — our 
best defence. Let this mentor ever guide 
you, dear friend, if you wish to secure your- 
self against the innumerable evils which 
follow in the train of deception. Be cau- 
tious how you surrender the citadel of the 
heart into unknown, and untried hands ; or 
you will reap the results in bitter and last- 
ing repentance I 

Aye, — ^uard the heart, — a thousand foes 
~ Now wait to prove its overthrow 1 
Let Caution, widi her flaming brand, 
Protect thy soul, and guide thy hand. 

Sach, dear reader, is the mission, and 
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power of the divine attribute, Coatioosnew ; 
aad we ask, ia it not of tbe greatest inopoit* 
ance to the welfare of every individual^ 
throughout the whole human family ? ' Is it 
not, indeed, a beautiful gem in the crown of 
the mind; — an excellent attribute of the 
intellectual expanse ? Let it be ever kept 
bright in your mind, by constant exercise. 
In all you say, or do, let caution direct you, 
if you would shun evil implication. Open 
your heart to the dictates of reason, and be 
actuated by no sudden, and unpremeditated 
impulses ; for such impulses are dangerous 
to your welfare. 

Ayoid the storm of passion, lest 
It lead thee into evU ways ; 
*T will mar thy joys, — destroy thy resti 
And Beauty's richest Unes efface ! 
Let Cantion be the potent shield, 
To euard thy soul from every hann j 
To her sweet mandate ever yield, 
And lean on Truth's protecting arm. 

Judge not too suddenly, or you will be 
liable to be led into every species of error. 
Let caution, and calm deliberation be the 
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test of all your actions, and you will not be 
liable to repent, after the deed is done, 
and there is no remedy I <' Hasten slowly ! " 



Thus may joa find perpetual peace, 
And Yirtne's bounties will increase ; 
Let Cantion make thy heart seoire, 
And thus thy pleasiure shjill endure. 



CHAPTEB Xn. 



DnOITBTBT. 



Foil many a mine of richest gems, 
TJnworked for ever would remain, 
Were not the treasure opened, by 
The potent hand of Industry. 
Thus would the sparkling mental store 
Of gems of light, no beauty pour 
Upon the world, did Industry 
Kot polish them, and set them free. 

This noble attribute of the mind, is the 
moving -power of all others, withoat*which 
every mental faculty would be inert, as it 
were, and never reach any extensive de- 
gree of developement As the physical 
powers become impaired by inaction, so do 
the mental faculties lose their beauty, and 
brilliancy, by the same means. Industry 
is the great agent that causes the inteUeo- 
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tual gems to emit their brilliant light, by 
polishing them, and bringing their rays to 
shine in perfection. It is the beautifier of 
beauty, and the life of true mental excel- 
lence. It gives strength and vigor to every 
intellectual power, and causes the mind to 
shine, as by a combination of polished, and 
highly illuminated gems, each bearing a 
beautiful peculiar light, and the whole 
blended in one grand, and magnificent lumi- 
nary. Like separate agents, having each 
its peculiar work assigned, yet all laboring 
to promote the same grand object, — mental 
worth. 

Every faculty of the intellect, so far as 
relates to its influence upon other objects, 
is limited by Industry. By this agency, all 
the powers of the mind become active, and 
that activity renders them useful. As mere 
ornaments of the intellectual crown, the 
grand object of their existence is not ac- 
complished. They were created and placed 
in the mind, for a great and important 
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work ; and unless industry influences them 
to perform all the functions of their nature, 
they but illy subserve the object for which 
alone they were created. Benevoleneey 
though possessing a passive existence, as an 
attribute of the mind, is nevertheless but 
comparatively unimportant, unless Industry 
prompt it to active exercise ; then its true 
beauties shine out like the meridian splen- 
dor of a tropical sun at noon-day : then 
does this excellent intellectual accomplish- 
ment appear in all its loveliness and bril- 
liancy. So it is with every one of the 
attributes of the mind : activity gives them 
graces, and charms peculiar to them, when 
subserving the objects which they were, by 
the Creator, designed to accomplish. In- 
dustry then, in its influence upon every 
faculty of the mind, is important, and it 
shines for all, and by its illuminations, ena- 
bles us to observe the full power of every 
mental agent in its maturity, and beauty, 
as conducing to the good, not only of the 
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mind in whicli it dwells, bat also of those 
who receive its labors in rich fruits appro- 
priated to themselves. Thus much fbr the 
influence of Industry upon the other agents ' 
of the mind. 

But the agency of Industry does not end 
here ; — far from it : and we come now to 
consider this important intellectual faculty, * 
in relation to its own merits, as a gem 
of the intellectual crown. Industry, aided 
by perseverance (of which we have spoken,) 
has accomplished every work that has been 
performed, from the time the first garment 
was made of fig leaves in Eden, down to 
the writing of this humble volume ; and the 
same agency must accomplish every work 
that is performed, through all coming time. 
We cannot expect to gain any desired ob- 
ject by inaction; and therefore, the due 
cultivation of this important characteristic 
of the mind alone, can make us useful, and 
successful in life. Industry is ever honor- 
able, while idleness is any thing but lauda- 

10 
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ble and noble. There is no object more 
despicable on the footstool of Omnipotence, 
than that being who aSects to despise 
patient, persevering industry, and under the 
pseudo-noble name of aristocracy, looks with 
a sneering contempt upon the honest toil- 
worn laborer, as though he were unfit to en- 
joy even his humble pittance, or to breathe the 
sweet air of Heaven I Why, — the soul of 
that being dubbed aristocrat, is so small, 
that Sunt Peter could not see it without 
glasses ! and the only way that I know of 
to punish the despicable being at last, is to 
put a billion such souls into a mustard seed, 
and then destroy the seed ! and that would 
be a loss ; for the seed is of more value 
than all such souls that were ever created, 
put together ! Humanity disowns such a 
being ! 

Industry ennobles the soul : it is one of 
the most noble gems of the mental crown : 
and I consider the individual who bears 
this as a predominating principle, as one of 
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God's true nobility, whether he be rich or 
poor, if virtue actuates the mind, and beau- 
tifies the soul. Industry is a source of 
happiness. We know from experience, that 
when the mind has no definite object of 
pursuit, and our physical and intellectual 
powers remain inactive, we ever feel a sort of 
ennui, that is far from agreeable : the mind 
and body equally suffer from inactivity, . 
But when some important work, or enter- 
prise, calls us from our lethargy, and the 
mental and physical powers are exerted to 
their utmost extent in the accomplishment 
of our object, those hours that seemed ages, 
in our inactivity, now fly away seemingly, 
with accelerated rapidity ; and whereas 
we were then incessanUy tormented with 
dyspepsy, restlessness, and every imaginary 
evil ; now we relish food, our sleep is sweet, 
and on the whole, we find industry a source 
of pleasure, and we are comparatively 
happy, though we labor incessantly. In- 
dustry is also a source of profit. We must 
have the necessaries of life, — food, cloth- 
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ing, and a home : further than this, together 
with means of improvement, seems to he 
unnecessary: hut mankind are so consti- 
tuted, as to thirst for riches, and honor, 
neither of which can be gained save by 
persevering industry. By this means, we 
may ama^s wealth, and obtain honor, either 
literary or civil. Indeed, industry opens to 
us the way of securing all that is valuable 
or important in life. 

Industry also enables us to become truly 
I'earned ; but without this means, we need 
never to expect, or even hope to acquire a 
thorough education. Constant, untiring, per- 
severing Industry has made every truly great 
mind, in this and every other country, here- 
tofore ; and this, and this alone, will enable 
us to improve the talents Grod has given us, 
and to bring the intellectual crown to the high- 
est degree of perfection attainable by mortals. 
None need despair, as we have said before, 
of ever becoming educated to any laudable 
degree ; for the fountain of knowledge is 
open to aU who will drink deep of the am- 
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brosial nectar : but one draught is not suffi- 
cient No ! the temple of. Solomon was 
not built in one day! But Industry, — 
untiring, persevering industry, will enable 
you, in time, to accomplish the object of 
your highest wishes, and to arrive at the * 
summit of your highest aspirations. Such 
is the power of this noble agent of the 
mind ; and I trust you will not undervalue 
its importance. To you, O ! fair reader, 
permit me to say, there is no beauty of the ^ 
female character that engages our attention 
and admiration more forcibly, than indus- 
try. It is an accomplishment, of which the 
fair daughters of New England especially, 
may well be proud ; since it is so generally, 
and I had almost said universally found, as 
a noble characteristic in them. You are 
proverbial, O! my sisters, — one, and all 
of New England's fair and lovely daugh- 
ters, — for your industry, and your morality, 
as well as for your intelligence, and beauty : 
keep the gem of industry, then, bright by 
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exercise, and continue to prove yourselves 
worthy of the distinction. 

No female is ever more lovely, or more 
worthy of our best affections, than when we 
find her engaged in domestic duties at home ; 
and were I to select a companion for life, I 
would much rather see her engaged in the 
duties which belong to her department at 
home, than to find her in the ball-room, or 
the convivial circle. Not that I would dep- 
recate all amusements ; — far from it, in- 
deed ; for I consider them important to our 
health and happiness , — but where you find 
a female who is not at all ashamed to be seen 
at work, you may depend upon it, she will 
be better fitted for the duties of life, than 
when she hates industry, and loves prodi- 
gality 1 Show me the youn^ female, who, 
if ^he chance to be found assisting her 
mother in the kitchen, will blush, — hang 
down her head, and make a thousand and 
one apologies for being caught en dishalnUe, 
as though she were degrading herself, and 
as soon as possible, show you to the sitting 
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room, or parlor, and run to change her 
dress, and clean her teeth, not forgetting 
to arrange her abominable curls, — and I 
would, — cut and run, as fast as possible ! 
I abhor such loathsome vermin, as I do a 
pestilence ! But honest, open, frank hearted, 
humble, industrious females, are a blessing 
to the age in which they live. Cherish the 
gem of industry as an excellent attribute of 
your mind, dear reader, and you shall reap 
the rewards which virtue bestows upon thisi 
her favorite, in so rich, and magnificent pro- 
fusion ; for Industry will give you health, 
wealth, peace, contentment, and happiness, 
if you follow her. 



CHAPTER XIIl. 



YJSJBJuULHOV. 

How noble, shiaes 
The gem of Veneratioii, in the soul ! 
A star wkhin the mental diadem 
Whose brilliant Instre neyer can grow dim, 
More brilliant still, when adverse storms appear ; 
It lights the soul abore the scenes of earth, 
Held hj a chain, whose other end is £ut 
In God's right hand I 

How dignified, and lovely, is this Crown- 
Jewel, when it sits in beauty, and diffuses a 
moral grandeur over mental excellence. It 
elevates the soul, and polishes by its grace 
every attribute of the virtuous character. 
It expands the radiance of every gem of the 
heart, and beautifies the expression of the 
powers of every intellectual faculty. Shin- 
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ing as it does by the rich radiance of true 
piety, it sheds a benign and lasting briliancy 
over the whole human character, and is ad- 
mired for its excellence, by all the votaries 
of virtue. In meekness and humility, it 
shines and illumines the heart of its posses- 
sor, and its agency is approved in Heaven. 
It was given to humanity, to draw the soul 
by a golden chain of light to the blissful 
gates of Paradise, not indeed by an irresist- 
ible power, but by the charms of its nature, 
and the loveliness of its character. Vener- 
ation designs in its mission to draw the soul 
from earth by love, and when its probation 
is ended, to transport it to heaven. 

But let us proceed to notice the nature 
of the agency of this characteristic, as it 
operates upon the human mind, and see if 
we can discover any true excellence in its 
manifold operations. 

1. Veneration requires us to respect the 
Aged. Too often, indeed, do the young, 
gay, and thoughtless, strive to make sport 
of the aged, for their own, and their friends' 
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amusementy and to turn his sorrows and in- 
firmities into ridicule, especiallj when the 
hamble object is a stranger, or a wandering 
mendicant ! But my heart is ever pained, 
when I witness such thoughtless cruelty ; 
for if life is spared to us, ere long we, too, 
shall be bowed down by the infirmities of 
age : — our heads will be covered with the 
frosts of time ; — our eyes will grow dim ; — 
our beauty will fade, and whatever may be 
our circumstances now, who knows but the 
cold hand of adversity will compel us then, 
to beg our bread from door to door ? Let 
the young especially, consider this, and do 
to others now, as we should wish to be 
done by under their circumstances ! Let 
the Grolden Rule be kept bright in our 
hearts, to square our actions. We should 
ever respect the aged, and Veneration ever 
instructs us so to do, under whatever cir- 
cumstances we find them ; — whether poor 
or rich, in health or in sickness, the rever- 
end father, or the humble beggar, they are 
entitled to our respect. Let not your soul 
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be stained, dear friend, by a breach of de- 
corum, or veneration, in this respect, as you 
hope for long life and happiness. Ever 
respect your seniors even, but never let 
the heart of the aged be pained by disre- 
spectful treatment from you ! 

2. It teaches us to honor our Parents. 
The first Commandment with a promise, is 
given to enforce the claims of Veneration. 
We are strictly commanded to obey its in- 
structions in honoring our parents. Would 
not the child be indeed ungrateful at least, 
who refused to esteem, and highly honor those 
dear parents from whom, under Grod, he 
first received his being ; — those parents who 
have watched over him from his earliest 
infancy; — who have protected him from 
innumerable evils and dangers ; who have 
provided him with food and raiment; — 
with a home and friends ; — who have given 
hin^ an education, and in all things have 
acted the part of true and faithful counsel- 
lors, and advisers ? Indeed that child is not 
far from ruin, who disobeys the mandates 
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of veneration in this respect, and dishonors 
his father, and his mother ! Upon such a 
child, all the care, anxiety, solicitude, and 
true affection of tender parents have been in 
vain ! Woe to such a child, for bitter will 
be his cup in future ! God preserve me 
from ever bringing dishonor upon my dear 
parents ! I would rather die, than wound 
their feelings by base ingratitude ! " Honor 
thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long on the land, which the Lord 
thy Grod giveth thee," is the command of 
Omnipotence ; and shall we dare to diso- 
bey ? Had I all the honors that the world 
can bestow, they should be brought, and 
laid at the feet of those dear parents to 
whom I owe a debt of gratitude which I can 
never repay ! Yet it shall be my object to 
render them happy while I have power so 
to do, and if I survive them, to keep their 
names in sacred remembrance ! 

3. Veneration teaches us supreme odor- 
ation towards our Creator, He is the 
highest object of all religious worship. 
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From him liave we received our immortal 
minds, and we are required to fashion them 
for His service. He has given us the tal- 
ents which we possess, and from Him have 
we received all the gems of beauty, and 
brilliancy, that ever grace the intellectual 
crown. From Him we are constantly re- 
ceiving innumerable blessings, and shall we 
withhold from Him all that we have to ren- 
der, — our homage and adoration ? While 
the bright hosts of heaven continually praise* 
and adore Him, shall we, frail worms of the 
dust, — beings of a day, as it were, — the 
creatures of His hand, refuse to render to 
Him our humble devotion ? Ingratitude 
towards Him, but proves the depravity of 
our own hearts. It does not injure Him, 
but it blots our name from the Book of Life ! 
Let m adore with humble gratitude, that 
munificent, and merciful Being to whom we 
owe even our existence, and who alone has 
power to save our souls ! Let us reverence 
Him for his attributes, and humbly adore 
Him for his mercies, that we may find in 
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Him a friend, who will never leave us, or 
forsake us. 

Yes, adoration is His due. 
Who, for onr sins, has spilt His blood ; 
Who came to save both me, and you, 
And bring us home at last to God. 
Then let onr humble voices, raise 
To Him " a song of grateful praise." 

We have thus, to some extent, noticed 
the agency of Veneration, in its operations 
upon the human character, and have we not* 
think you, proved it to be superlatively im- 
portant to every mind ? Indeed it is a gem 
of transcendant beauty and loveliness in the 
mental crown ; one whose influences could 
not be dispensed with, without manifest 
detriment to the general beauty of the im- 
mortal part of humanity I But it is not 
only valuable as an agent, but also as an 
ornament of the mind. It sits enthroned upon 
the virtuous soul with serene dignity and 
grace, shining with pure, and unadulterated 
rays, and beautifying the whole expanse of 
thought, word, and action. It bears Ha- 
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militj as its twin sister, and their blended 
excellence ever draws forth our deepest 
admiration. We ever love the humble, 
reverential soul, wherever we chance to 
find it ; — either in the rich, or poor, — the 
prince, or the peasant If, then, we love 
its appearance in others, let us cultivate the 
rich beauties in our own minds, that others 
may admire their appearance in us ! We 
have the faculties we so much admire in 
others, though they may remain dormant, 
and comparatively useless, in our own 
minds ; and all that is necessary to their full 
developement, isj to keep them bright, by 
active exercise: then they will shine, as 
brilliant gems in the crown of virtue ; — as 
stars in the mental horizon ; — as fadeless 
flowers in an immortal garden ; and not 
only illuminate our own souls, but dispense 
a pleasing radiance over humanity uni- 
versal. 

Especially, in the female character^ does 
veneration shine with super^excellent bril- 
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liancy, and unrivalled lustre. To woman 
it gives a peculiar raj, in illuminating her 
intellectual faculties, though it is equally 
valuable to alL Cultivate then, O! fair 
friend, this gem of the mind, as a rich beau- 
tifier of character, and rest assured that it 
will add perfection and loveliness to everj 
other intellectual accomplishment. There 
is no higher, holier attribute of the mind 
than this, — save true piety, of which it is 
the counterpart 

O ! cherish then, within ^j heart, 
This gem, that bears true virtne's part ; 
'Tis richer far than golden to^s, 
Since it doth ^ve substantial joys. 
O ! keep it bnght, and let it shine, 
'Dpon th^ soul^ most holy shrine ; 
'T will give thee light that ends in bliaa, 
And ope the fount of joj, and peace. 

Let the light of veneration' never grow 
dim in your soul, if you would experience 
its renovating, and quickening influences. 
Cherish its radiance, as a gem of celestial 
beauty, bearing the impress of Divinity. 
Give to superiors^ respect, to parents, honor, 
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ftnd to the Supreme Being, humble, and 
grateful adpration, if jou would experience 
the full power of Veneration. 

Thus shalt thon in perfection, find 
This lasting beauty of the mind ; 
And in fair tirtue's blest employ, 
Insure thj soul of future joj. 



11 



CHAPTEB XIV. 



BEUGIOK. 



O ! richer than all other gems 

That grace the mental Diadem, 

Is that which lights us in the road, 

That leads oar souls through grace, to €rod. 

Keligion is that gem Divine, 

That opens, to our wavering minds, 

The omy taj of Hope that's given. 

That we at last may rest in Heaven. 



We have led you onward; dear Reader^ 
through the intellectual expanse, — ^through 
the secret chambers of the soul, and have 
shown to you those beautiful gems which 
constitute the mind's richest treasures, and 
ornaments ; and we have endeavored to 
point out to you the value of these gems in- 
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diyidaallj, and coUectivelj, that bj admir- 
ing them, you may be led to prize, and cul- 
tivate the faculties, and ornaments of your 
own mind. But there is one gem, that we 
have not yet shown you, though we have 
mentioned it, and referred to it often, in our 
description of the others. It is the super- 
excellent gem ; — the one rich above alj 
others : — the brightest and loveliest 'attri- 
bute of the mind ; — the soul polishing, 
heart-ennobling jewel; — ^the perfection of 
beauty ; — ^the grace of every accomplish- 
ment ; — the " bright particular star ;" — the 
light of immortality ; — and the rock of the 
soul's salvation. Do you ask what it is, dear 
Beader ? It is the PeaH of great Price ! 
This excellent gem had its origin in Di- 
▼ine Love. Its birth-place was Heaven, and 
it was given in mercy to mankind univer- 
0al, to prepare them to spend an Eternity, in 
that holy and happy place I Without its 
hallowed influences, we should have no title 
to immortal Grlorj ; for until the ^ Pearl of 
gseat price*' was parchased by our Bedeem*- 
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« 

er, at the cost of bis own blood, there was 
no way of Salvation for a lost, and ruined 
world ; — a world lying in sin and rebellion 
against the best of Beings, — ^the Creator ! 

Bat Jesus died, that we might live! 

To OS the priceless gem He gave ! 

SalvatioB nree, to all, who come 

And taste His gr^ ; and still there's room ! 

This " Pearl" was purchased hy His blood, 

Poured forth so freely, that the flood 

Is ample, — ^f all, for every soul 

To come, and wash, and be " made whole " ! 

Amazine grace 1 Eternal Love 1 

He left me realms of bliss, above, 

And gave His life, a sacrifice. 

To gain this " Pearl of greatest Price" ! 

And yet, this priceless jewel is freely offer- 
ed, to grace the crown of the mind, to all 
who will accept it, and keep it bright, as a 
gem of the soul ; as a graoe, and an accom- 
plishment, far exceeding all others in beau- 
ty, and brilliancy, and in the permanency of 
its character. 

Religion is the name of this priceless 
*^ Pearl ;" — ^this brilliant gem of the soul ; 
—this beautifier of all other intellectual or- 
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naments,- and accomplishments ; — this Kght 
Divine, that illuminates the mental Crown ; 
this only title to immortal glory ! It is a 
name that strikes the soul with peculiar 
emotions, and fills the mind with a countless 
succession of thoughts. Its origin ; — its 
cost ; — ^its operations ; — ^its pleasures, and 
its end, all flow upon our meditations, and 
persuade us to accept the sacred flame, as 
the light of our minds and the only surety 
of happiness in future ! We ever love this 
gem of the mental crown, when we observe 
its beautiful radiance in the minds of others, 
though we may neglect to secure the immor- 
tal flame as our own ! We know that it 
bears true excellence to the possessor, and 
that it is the source of every real beauty, 
that the mind can claim. Why then, should 
we fail to secure the precious Pearl as an 
ornament of our own immortal minds? 
Why should we neglect to secure that part 
which alone can insure our soul's salva* 
tion ? 
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Aye, why should we neglect the part, 
That fills the fountain of the heart 
With joy and peace, and crowns the mind 
With beauties fadeless and Divine ? 
O ! why should we the gem refuse, 
And Grod*s free gift so much abuse ? 
Do not our souls salvation need ? 
To purchase this did Jesus bleed ! 

The gem of pure and undefiled religion, 
is the brighest, and most valuable orna- 
ment which the mind can possess : it is the 
perfection of all other excellencies, and all 
other beauties, and to add to its worth, it 
gives to the soul, immortality ! It shines 
for all ; — the most humble, as well as the 
gifted intellect ; — the poor, and lowly, as 
well as the noble and talented : — all alike 
may share in the smiles of its munificence, 
and experience its lasting pleasures, and its 
countless benefits, if they will accept the 
pleasant terms upon which it is so freely 
offered, and place it as a perpetual, and 
unfading gem, in the intellectual Crown. 

To bless mankind, this gem was given, 
To fit their souls to dwell in Heaven ; 
No other seal is recognized. 
As a true passport to the skies. 
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O! how beantifal, andiovely, ia thatinlet* 
lectual Crown, that bears this priceless 
pearl, as its ornament, and chief accomptish- 
nent ! Upon that soul, all that is noble, and 
valuable to mortals, concentres in a bril- 
liant halo of excellence, unfading and eter- 
nal ! Heaven smiles upon that soul, and 
places the name in the ^ Book of Life," that 
gives it immortality ! 



Religion ! ! could others know 
Thy joys, methinks they too would come, 
And taste those sweets, of all below 
The best, and find in Hearen a home 1 



But let us notice the influence, and power of 
Religion, upon the mind, that has secured its 
blessed, and hallowed possession. 

1. It prepares us for life. In all the 
associations of life, we need the sajlutarj in- 
fluence of Religion, to guide us in the way 
of duty, and to present to us a never failing 
source of true happiness, under whatever 
variety of circumstances we may be placed. 
We are aware, that in our intercourse with 
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Bodetjf we all have an infinenoe, to a great* 
er or less degree, upon the minds, and con- 
Bequentlj, upon the actions of others, and 
Beligion enables us, both by precept, and 
example, to prove beneficial to our friends, 
in this respect Especially in the Social 
Circle, and around the Family Fireside, does 
Religion prepai*e us for usefulness, and hap- 
piness. It also prepares us for usefulness 
in the operations of Benevolence, and thus 
secures, not only to others, but to ourselves^ 
much real happiness. As a beautifier of 
the social afifections, Religion stands pre- 
eminent : it opens to the soul the fountain of 
purity, Fidelity, and every other uoble, and 
lovely attribute of the mind, and dispenses 
life and joy to our hearts, in all the opera- ~ 
tions into ^hich the light of truth ever en- 
ters. Religion is our best safeguard against 
temptation, and our best security against 
every evil to which we are exposed. It 
makes the path of Duty plain to our minds, 
and if we follow its precepts, we shall be en- 
abled to acquit ourselves honorably at all 
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times, and we shall be approved by the 
world, and by our Creator. At home, or 
abroad, in prosperity, or adversity, — under 
all circumstances, and in every place, Re- 
ligion will prepare us for life, and enable us 
to become respected and beloved. 

2. It supports us under trials and afflic- 
t%<ms. Life is a continued scene of trials, dif- 
ficulties, cares, anxiety and afflictions, and 
unless we have some support, — something to 
cheer us on our pilgrimage journey, some ray 
from the beacon of Hope that anticipates 
brighter scenes in future, when adversity is 
frowning upon us, we must indeed be misera- 
ble ! Religion offers us at all times, her sup- 
port, and her consolations. When we are 
called to part with near and dear friends, who 
are cut down by the hand of Death ; — when 
we mourn their loss, as those who will not be 
comforted ; — when the tenderest chord with- 
in our hearts is cut asunder, then indeed^ 
Religion offers us her consolations, and points 
us to Heaven, with the sweet assurance, 
thai if we are faithful, we shall ere long 
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meet the " loved and lost,'* in Gloiy ; where 
we shall never more be separated I O ! 
blessed consolation to the mourning soul I 
Again ; — when we are suffering from Dis- 
ease ; when pain causes us to groan in 
agonj ; when the scene of our approaching 
dissolution is near, apparently; — when 
Death stares us in the face, — then Religion 
can console us, and make even our dying 
bed, a glorious place ! It can disarm our 
last foe of all his terrors, and cause us to 
hear the sweet music of that celestial Choir, 
which is hovering around, ready to escort 
our souls to glory ! Yes, under whatever 
sorrows, difficulties, trials, pains, and afflic- 
tions of every kind we may be called to 
pass in life, Religion can comfort, and con- 
sole us, and render us comparatively happy, 
even when under sore afflictions ! 

8. It prepares us for Death. The hour 
of Death is approaching to all, however little 
we realize, or think of it, as fast as time can 
roll on, with never-ceasing velocity. And 
there is nothing that can prepare ustoiap- 
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pettr as disembodied spirits before tlie Jadge 
of all the ' Earth, and stand acquitted be* 
ibre Him, bat the power of true Religion ! 
Death ever presents terrors to those who 
are unprepared to exchange worlds ; but 
Bel^on can disarm even the last foe of 
every terror, and enable us to welcome 
the moment of our conflict with our last 
enemy 1 The Death bed of the sinner, 
is a fearful place indeed ! No hope for the 
future ; — an offended Grod to meet, and no 
Heaven to anticipate ; but doomed to per- 
dition ! to eternal destraction ! Such is 
the condition of that soul at Death, that 
wears not the gem of Religion, to light him 
through the dark valley, and safely land 
him in the realms of Eternal Glory ! Not 
so the scene when the humble and devoted 
christian throws <Jf his clayey tenement, to 
put on immortality I All is peace and joy ; 
with a smile he takes leave of his weeping 
friends, and relatives, and as he gives them 
his blessing, exhorts them to meet him in 
Heaven ! He is at peace with all the world, 
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and he knows that God is reconciled, and 
he is going home to receive his eternal re- 
ward ! Thus Religion prepares us for 
Death. Would you wish to be In the place 
of the one, or the other of these characters 
when called to die ? You have the choice, 
and O I I beseech you put on the robe of 
Righteousness, and you are safe in Death. 
4. BeUgion prepares us for Eternity. 
We are taught by Divine Inspiration, that 
there are two places where the soul may 
exist in future, but that in both, the period 
of existence is eternal I That one is a place 
of happiness ; — where the soul will dwell 
in the presence of €rod, and the Lamb, and 
with an innumerable Host of Saints, and an- 
gels, engage in singing the pnuses of Him 
who has redeemed us by His blood, and 
purchased our Salvation by his Death 
and sufferings on the Cross ! and that the 
other is a place of torment, where our only 
company will be Devils and the -souls of the 
lost ; where there will be ^^ wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth ! " '' where their worm 
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dieth not, and the ^re is not quenched !" 
We suppose conscience will be their undying 
worm, and unquenchable fire, bj its pangs 
of remorse. But Religion prepares us to 
dwell in Heaven, among the blessed, and 
gives to us an unfading Crown of Glorj I 
It thus prepares us to spend an eternity in 
happiness ; while, if we neglect to secure 
its sacred gem as our own, we shall be cast 
out from the presence of God, and spend an 
Eternity in despair I I 

The choice is ours, and ours the accounts ] 
ability, and final consequences ! Which ! 
shall we choose ? Religion pleads with us, I 
as we value our soul's eternal welfare, to < 
accept her free gift, and be saved at last, 
with an everlasting salvation ! O I let us - 
beware how we trifle with things so seri- 
oas, — so important ! but let us secure that 
blessed assurance that religion only can 
give, that we shall at last enjoy the scenes 
of heaven ! 

Such, dear reader, is the power of true 
religion to prepare us for Hfe, for death, and 
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for eternal glory at last, if we will embrace 
its hallowed gem, and wear it as the crowning 
jewel of the soal I Such are its beauties 
and excellencies, as a gem of the immortal 
crown, to all who will secure its benign and 
salutary influences. And is it not, my dear 
friends, worth securing ? Can you, as yet, 
discover no real and permanent value in its 
sacred name ? Impossible ! You know its 
value ; — you know its saving power upon 
the heart ; and O ! why delay in securing 
its ever lovely, and ever blessed influences 
upon your immortal souls ! You are told, 
from time to time, of its transcendant im- 
portance, from the sacred desk ; — your 
Bible teaches you its character, and its end ; 
and the awful results of neglect on your 
part, in securing the priceless treasure ; the 
religious Press is sounding the alarm in 
your ears, and the results of procrastination 
in securing the ^' pearl of great price," are 
always fearful, — oflen ruinous! 01 neglect 
it not, I beseech you, as you value your 
soul's eternal salvation I But what can I 
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say, to induce jou to become the possessors 
of this inestimable gem, when the powerful 
appeab of Truth to your consciences, are 
all in vain ! You know the way of Life, 
and if you neglect your soul's salvation, 
under the full meridian blaze of the Gospel 
of Eternal Truth, how great indeed must 
be your responsibility, — how fearful, and 
awful your condemnation at last^ at the 
judgment bar of the Eternal I 

Think, I beseech you, ere it be forever 
too late, — what must be your condition, if 
you die impenitent ? O ! think and be wise 
for yourselves ! Secure this Crown Jewel 
of the soul, and never, never let its light 
grow dim, or its beauty fade from your 
hearts and depart by your neglect ! I 
speak to you as a brother ; — as one who 
hopes for your temporal, and eternal wel- 
fare ; — as one who expects to meet you 
soon, at the Judgment Bar of the King 
Eternal, though perhaps never on earth ; — 
as one who must render an account there, 
for his motives in thus addressing you ; and 



184 THE ladt's pbesent. 

! I beseech you, if you regard DOt your 
humble author, let the subject upon which 
we now dwell, be indelibly impressed upon 
your minds, and neglect not your soul's 
eternal interests, until at length a death-bed 
shall find you unprepared ! A death-bed 
is an awful place to all who have not the 
lamp of religion in their souls, fully sup- 
plied with the Oil of Divine Grace, to light 
their way through the dark valley, to realms 
of eternal day on high ! Once again, I 
entreat you to secure the gem of religion, 
as the brightest star in the crown of intel- 
lectual beauty. Neglect it not ! 

" Let not these warnings be in vain, 
Bat lend a listening ear, 
I/estyon should meet them all again, 
When wrapt in keen despair ! " 

O ! be wise for yourselves, while there 
is time and opportunity offered you to se- 
cure the '^ pearl of great price," that at last, 
you 'may find an eternal rest in heaven, and 

1 will try to meet you there. 
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Such is the crown of heanties rare, 
And snch the gems so rich and fair, 
That grace in excellence the mind. 
And show the Architect Divine. 

We have thas at length, dear reader, 
^ noticed the noble gems of the intellectual 
crown, and are thej not indeed magnificent^ 
beautiful, and valuable, when seen in their 
full developement and perfection? Are thej 
not worthy of our attention, and our highest 
interest? Thej are, indeed, so intimately 
blended with each other, that we have found 
it absolutely impossible, to avoid frequent 
repetitions, in the description of the many 
beauties and excellencies, which they indi- 
vidually possess ; but we trust our kind and 
benevolent friends, who may follow our pen 
with an unprejudiced eye, will pai*don all 
12 
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imperfections, and accept onr humble vol- 
ume, with all its faults, in style or thought. 
We have written, dear reader, for your 
amusement, and your benefit ; and we hum* 
bly trust that this volume will be received 
as kindly, as have been the other works of 
your humble author. The gems of the in* 
tellectual crown, present more true beauty, 
and excellence ; — more real value, than 
may be supposed by the careless, and un- 
thinking observer : they stand pre-eminent, 
in point of importance, above all things 
else ; since they are destined to immortality I 
In taking leave of the subject which has 
engaged our attention and our pen, so 
pleasantly, at least to us, we cannot refrain 
from inviting the candid attention of our 
^Eur readers, to the importance of these 
beauties to the female character especially ; 
for there they ever shine with transcendent 
lustre and beauty. 

Yes, though they are beautiful, and valu- 
able, wherever they are found, yet, in the 
mind of woman, especially, they present ^ 
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unrivalled clianDs, and attractions. Culti- 
vate then, O ! fair friend, all these gems in 
the crown of your mind, if you would wish to 
possess unfading beauties, — rare accomplish- 
ments, — true mental excellence, and moral 
worth. Your influence in society, is very 
great indeed, and O ! let mental excellence, 
Combined with moral, and religious worth, 
characterize all your actions. Be faithful 
to your friends, and to virtue, and keep 
these brilliant gems of the mental crown 
ever bright by active exercise ; and their 
radiance shall cause humanity to rejoice in 
the light of attributes so noble, so divine ! 
Let Virtue guide you into the paths of true 
wisdom ; and let the gem of pure, and unde- 
filed religion overshadow every other accom- 
plishment by its superior lustre, and real ex- 
cellence. Let Benevolence ever actuate 
your mind to the performance of noble 
deeds. Let Sympathy, and Kindness, be 
kept bright, and let Friendship, and Love, 
find you ever true to your trust! Thus, 
may you receive the richest of heaven's 
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blessings in sweet profusion while jou live* 
May you be useful to the world, and in the 
full exercise of all the noble attributes of 
the virtuous mind, may you enjoy the sweet 
consciousness of rectitude that is a foretaste 
of future happiness. May you walk in the 
ways of virtue and wisdom while on earth, 
and be prepared at last, through divine 
grace, to receive the crown of glory from 
His hand, from whom you received the 
mental crown. Accept our best wishes for 
your future welfare, and we again bid you 
an affectionate adieu I 



Nade In Italy 
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